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A GENERAL SURVEY 
OF THE 

UNITED STATES 1AYAL DENTAL CORPS 

IN 

WORLD WAR II 

By a directive issued by the Surgeon General of the 
United States Navy on 12 September 1945 (l), all District, Fleet, 
Force, Base, area. Marine and Senior Dental Officers were to submit 
reports on their professional and personl experiences during World 
War II* These reports were submitted to the Bureau of Medicine t nd 
Surgery where they here briefed and import nt dab abstracted* 

Rased upon information contained in these reports and the 
objective of such a history, it became apparent that observations 
might be divided into four major divisions! 

1# Administration 3* Research 

2* Education 4* Miscellaneous 

The first three divisions sight be subdivided into the following 
subdivisions! 

(1) Organisational ( 3 ) Professional 

(<£) Materiel (4) Personnel 

In addition to routine treatment of each subdivision, observations, 
criticisms, comments and recoiamenatations in each might be considered* 



combat and other items, which may or may not be related to Dentistry 


in the Navy, are grouped 


Data as classified above were procured from dental 
activities distributed as follows* (l) those ashore, ( 2 ) those 
..float, a ad (3) amphibious* Installations ashore included* 


Operating Bases 


i.epair Bt.se » 


Construction Battalions(CB , s) Supply Depots 
District Dental Officers Naval Hospitals 


Naval Dental Schools 


Pre-Flight Schools 


N&v-l Air Stations 


Naval Training Centers 


V—12 Units 


Navy Yards 


Installations included ;jaong those afloat were* Fleet Hospitals, 
Ships, which types were* Flag, Battleships, Cruisers, Carriers, 
Hospitals Bhips, Transports for wounded. Tank and Repair Ships, 
Transport Att ck, Transports, Cargo Attack, and miscellaneous ships 
Navy only was considered in those installations ashore and afloat* 
The Amphibious Forces were divided into Naval und Marine Forces* 

In the Naval Forces the (a) base hospitals, and (b) amphibious 
tr: ini .g centers have been grouped* Marine (a) aviation, (b) bases 
(c) tr/inlna centers,^(d) (Cnd ) divisions compriseo the -• rira- Forces 

The Prisoners of War might be considered separately and would 
include their experiences and observations as miscellaneous in 
character since they functioned in a maimer, und were governed under 
circumstances,,necessitating such consideration. 

A detailed dental historical treatment of each type naval 

installation does not here seem feasible since such would require 


preparation in separate book fora. Consequently it was con¬ 
sidered more appropriate to trace gross dental developments 
during the war which might be considered characteristic of 
naval dent;,! activities in most type naval installations. 

ADMINISTRATION 

The organisation of the United States Government, the 
Navy Department, the Bureau of Medicine and Surgery and the 
Dental Division immediately prior to commencement of hostilities 
may be seen in figures 1, 2 and 3* The proposed organisation in 
time of war is found in figure 4, 

Personnel *- The total strength of the Navy on 31 December 1941, 
was approximately 436,225 officers, men and women, including the 
Marine Corps and Coast Guard ( 2 ) * Of this number 759 ( 3 ) were 
naval denU;1 offleers, of which 369 were Reserves; 164 were afloat 
and the rest in the continental United States ( 4 )• 

In November 1942 (5) it was estimated th&t approximately 7,000 
dental officers would be necessary to care for the dental needs of 
a 3 , 500,000 mam Navy* It was also estimated at this time that about 
5f000 dental officers would be required by 30 June 1944, and distri¬ 
bution as followst 

305 sea duty 

150 hospitals 

600 continental limits (F) 
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100 project* (sobile hospital*, etc*) 

300 Navy yard* 

1200 Naval Training Station* 

500 Naval Air Stations 

250 Naval Reserve Aviation Base* 

400 U. S. Marine Corps, shore (Base*. Barrack#, etc*) 
400 training schools 
120 receiving station* 

70 section bases 
80 naval station* 

400 miscellaneous 

Total 4920 

By March, 1945 the authorised quota for naval dental officers on 
active duty was 7^00 (6) although this number was never reached 
before the end of hostilities. At the termination of hostilities 
the size of the Navy, Marine Corps and Coast Guard had swelled to 
well over four million officers, men and women. By September, 1945, 
of this number, 7026 were dental officers (6457 Reserves)(4), of 
• whom approximately 4450 were in the continental United States, 1350 
on foreign shore duty and 1206 afloat UK Roughly then, there was 
a tenfold increase of personnel during the war* 

The first evidence of contemplated use of women dentists in 
the armed forces appeared in a bill proposed 7 June 1943# by Repre¬ 
sentative John J. Sparkman of Alabama (7). Subsequent approval of 
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this bill resulted in the commissioning of U-r«> S. ’iroui of 
Illinois dtt H. Lieutenant in the Naval cental Corps 
Reserve through the WAVES* ^dJ npartm a for wrtive auty at 
the Great Lakes L-tw*l draining Center , i June a ?44 (8), In 
December of 1943 the profession of Dental Hygienist was like¬ 
wise recognised by the commissioning of jtrthfcoa* «# 

Ensign in the WAVES, 0. •»* Naval Reserve (9), 

The number of dental technicians who were on active duty 
at the outbreak of **orld War 11 was approximately 1,000, authori¬ 
sed by a letter (10) permitting one and a hilf dental technicians 
per dental officer. At the surrender of the enemy on 14 August 
1945* & recapitulation of enlisted dental technicians on active 
duty showed (11) 55 dental repairmen, a,14* dental prosthetic 
technicians, and 8,153 dental technicians, general, a more de¬ 
tailed analysis was made available 14 November 1945 (11), and^l^ 
allowing for loses due to separation from the service, the follow¬ 
ing was shown! Dental prosthetic personnel (DP) 37 USN, 9 WAVES 
end 9*9 V6 and USNI, a total of 975l dental repairmen (DFM) 1 USN 

and 24 V6 and USNI for a total of 25| dental technicians, prosthetic 

t>rr 

{&&) 56 USN, 12 WAVES, 3 negro and 839 V6 and USNI for a total 'of 

DCT 

910$ dental technicians, general (^) 1,100 USN, 1,133 KaVES of 
which 24 were registered dental hygienists, 16 negro and 5,299 VS 
and USNI for a total of 7,599* Thus the enlisted strength of the 
Naval Dental Corps jumped from about 1,000 to 10,350 during the war. 
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It may be noted that besides the dental technologists, 

OCT 

general (8S£T) and the dental technologists, prosthetic (DPT) who 
generally received their training in the Navy, a third classifi¬ 
cation became necessary, the branch of dental prosthetic tech¬ 
nician* This was due to the great number of experienced dental 
prosthetic technicians who were needed in the service and who came 
from civilian dental laboratories* Since many had years of experi¬ 
ence in this work with little if any hospital corps experience, the 
situation became an awkward one* The Bureau of Nav&l Personnel, 
by e directive issued in March, 1944 (12) f remedied the situation 
by establishing the branch of dental prosthetic technician (DP) 
with ph rmacist*s ratings in the Dental Corps* 

Organization .- The number of dental activities which were in oper- 
ation on 7 December 1941 we*^ 347, ranging from the small one- 
-dental-officer offices found at some of the smaller bases,to the 
largest located at Great Lakes Training Station, with 155 dental 
officers on duty (13)* On 14 August 1945, Great Lakes Training 
Station (Center) still contained the largest dental activity with 
459 dental officers at the peak (13)* (The organimation of one of 
the large activities may be seen in figure 3*0* At this time the 
number of dental activities in the Navy had increased to 1,554 (13)* 
See figure 5* 

A bill (HE 7243) was introduced by Representative Carl Vinson 
of on 17 June 1942, and to the Senate (S 2769) by 
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Senator Daviu I, iffmleh of Massachusetts in September, A94< (14), 
proposing the creation of Flag rank in the Dental Corps under the 

m 

Act of 10 June 19<6* After appropriate hearings the bill passed 
both Houses and was signed by President Roosevelt, IS December 194^ 
(15). Captain Alexander Gordon Dyle (DC), USN, was nominated to be 
the first Ret r Admiral in the Dental Corps, and the nomination was 
approved the last week in March, 1943 (16). 

On 16 October 1941 the Surgeon General of the Navy requested 
the Chief of Naval Personnel to establish the office of District 
Dental Officer (17)* although some of the larger naval districts 
had a district dental officer, it was found necessary to make 
dental officers available at each naval district to better coordinate 
the function of the Dental Corps* The duties of such district dental 
officers became organised by a. later directive (18)^ 

"The^dities of & District Dental Officer are to« 

(a) Advise the Commandant, via official channels, on all 
dental matters within his purview* 

(b) Act under delegated authority as follows* 

(l) Plan for establishment, maintenance, or reduction 
of dental facilities in accordance with the Comman¬ 
dant’s plane for operation of the District during 
and after war* 

(2) Recommend regarding assignments, transfers, etc., 
of officer and enlisted dental personnel* 
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(3) Coordinate dental activities within the district* 

• (4) Advise local naval authorities relative to local 
dental matters and be available for consultation* 

(5) Represent the Navy*s interests in civilian dental 
organisations in connection with schools, municipal 
and state agencies, and components of the American 
Dental Association functioning as war preparedness, 
research, dental education. Red Cross, Puhlic rela¬ 
tions committees, etc* 

(6) Have cognisance of end maintain records and informa¬ 
tion concerning dental matters connected with or re¬ 
lated to the Naval Reserve* 

(c) Inspect* 

(1) Existing dental facilities within the District re¬ 
lative to the efficiency and adequacy of the dental 
service* 

(2) fthen indicated, any activity, coming under the cog¬ 
nisance of the Commandant, contemplating installa¬ 
tion or major expansion of dental facilities, to the 
extent necessary to determine that appropriateness 
and practicality of the proposed Installation# 

(d) Report to the Bureau of Medicine and ourgery, via official 
channels, the findings of inspections made under (c) above, 
together with the recommendations, comments, and suggestions 
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arising therefrom* 

(©) Submit by letter to the Bureau of Medicine and Surgery, 
via official channels, at any time, information, obser¬ 
vations, comments, suggestions, and recommendations not 
covered by other reports and returns, but which may con¬ 
tribute toward improving the standards of professional 
care rendered personnel of the H&yy and Marine Corps* 

/s/ BOSS T* McINTIRE 

Vice admiral (MC), USN 
Chief of Bureau ** 

Later a dental section was established in the Headquarters 
and Service Company of the Medical Battalion of Marine Divisions 
of the Fleet Marine Force with the senior dental officer acting 
as Division Dental Officer (19)* The Office of Fleet Dental Off¬ 
icer was established in the SEVENTH Fleet on 17 January 1944 (20), 
and In December, 1944 the Office of Fleet Dental Officer was estab¬ 
lished on the Staff of CinCPAC -CinCPOA (*JL). A Force Dental Off- 
\ 

icer was assigned to the Staff of Commander South Pacific Forces 
on 1 June 1943 (2*:)* As far as can be determined the first actual 
Horce Dental Officer designated as such in the Navy was the Senior 
Dental Officer on the UQS WASHINGTON which, with other U* S* ships, 
joined the British Home Fleet in Seapa Flow, Orkney Islands in 1942 
(23). 
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Representative L. Mendel Rivers of South Carolina intro¬ 
duced a bill (HR 4216) on 17 February 1944» proposing the creation 

* 

of a separate N&v&l Dental Department (24)* As a result of hearings 
the bill was amended and re-introduced 7 June 1944 by Representative 
Rivers (25)* An identical bill (S 2144) was introduced in the 
Senate by Senator Charles 0. Andrews of Florida ( 26 ). This bill 
failed passage. 

Senator DavidWalsh of Massachusetts introduced another 
bill (S 715) on 8 March 1945 (27). This bill took into consider¬ 
ation previously versed objections and was an attempt to compromise 
some points of difference (28). After much controversy a bill was 
approved 28 December 1945 (29) becoming Public Law 284. The text 
is here enclosed! 

•PUBLIC LAW 284 *• - 79th CONGhiSS" 

(CHAPTER 604 - - 1st SESSION) 

(S. 715) 

AN ACT 

•To provide more efficient dental care for the personnel of 
the United States Navy. 

•Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in..Cpngreai •isgemblfcd . thi t with¬ 
in six months after the date of enactment of this act the Bureau 
of Medicine and Surgery shall be reorganised so as to provide for 
greater integrity of the Dental Service in accordance with the 
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provision* hereof. 

"SECtion The dental functions of such Bureau shall be 
defined and prescribed by appropriate directives of such Bureau, 
and by any necessary regulations of the Secretary of the Navy, to 
the end that the Dental Division of such Bureau shall study, plan, 
ana direct all matters cosing within the cognisance of such Division, 
as hereinafter prescribed, and all Matters relating to dentistry 
shall be referred to the Dental Division. 

“SECtion 3. The Dental Division shall (l) establish pro¬ 
fessional standards and policies for dental practice} (<:) conduct 
inspections and surveys for maintenance of such standard*} (3) 
initiate and recommend action pertaining to complements, appoint¬ 
ments, advancement, training assignment, and transfer of dental 
personnel} and (4) serve as the advisory agency for the Bureau of 
Medicine and Surgery on all matters relating directly to dentistry. 

An officer of the Dental Corps of the B&vy shall be detailed as the 
Chief of the Dental Division. Such officer, while so serving, shall 
have the rank, pay and allowances of a rear admiral. 

"SECtion 4. The Secretary of the Navy shall provide by regula¬ 
tions for establishing on ships and on shore stations dental services 
to be under the senior dental officer who shall be responsible to 
the commanding officer of such ship or shore station for all pro¬ 
fession^, technical, and administrative matters in connection 
therewith! Provided, that this section shall not be construed to 
impose any administrative requirements which would interfere with 
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the proper fuhetioning of battle organisations. 

•all laws and parts of laws in conflict herewith are hereby 
repealed, and nothing contained herein shall act to reduce the 
grade or rank of any person. 

■Approved December 28, 1945•■ 

The organisation of the Dental Division of the Bureau of 
Medicine and Surgery, at the beginning of hostilities was small 
and required relatively little organising effort. At that time 
three dental officers were attached with A. Knox -*s Chief 

of the Division (figure %$). 

Hith the tenfold increase in the strength of the Corps re¬ 
organisation was necessary until at the close of hostilities eight 
dental officers and two hospital corps officers were required. Re¬ 
organisation was directed by the Surgeon General by a letter dated 
8 February 1943 (30), here quoted* 

"Subject* Organisation and Function of the Dental Division, 

* Provision is herewith made for the reorganisation of the 
Dental Division of the Bureau of Medicine and Surgery so that its 
prim ry function shall be to secure, administer, and supply pro¬ 
fessional advice on all matters pertaining to dental practice in 

• , i 

the Medical Department of the Havy* 

■ The plan of organisation of the Dental Division, as out¬ 
lined herein, shall become effective as soon as necessary arrange¬ 
ments as to personnel, space, supplies, equipment, and transfer of 


1A 


record# and files are complete. 

" The Dental Division shall have cognizance of professional 
standards for dental practice in the Medical Department, and shall 
conduct inspections and surveys for maintenance of such standards. 

In addition, it shall serve as the advisory agency for the Bureau 
of Medicine and Surgery on all matters pertaining to dentistry, e.g., 
advising the Planning Division on matters pertaining to new or 
expanded facilities (general and prosthetic), advising the Personnel 
Division on matters pertaining to personnel in the JJent&l Corps, 
advising the Brooklyn Supply Depot on matters pertaining to dental 
equipment and supplies, advising the Administrative Division on 
matters pertaining to requests for authorization of civilian or 
naval prosthetic treatment, etc. 

" In order to expedite these functions, the Dental Division 
shall be divided functionally into two essential parts to be known 
and referred to respectively as the Standards Section and the Ins¬ 
pections Section. 

" Standards Section 

* The Standards Section shall have cognizance of professional 
standards for dental practice in the Medical Department, and shall 
serve as the advisory agency for the Bureau of Medicine and Surgery 
on all matters pertaining to dentistry. 

"Inspection Section 

" The Inspection Section shall conduct inspections and surveys 
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for maintenance of such standards as are established by the Stan¬ 
dards Section* 

"Preatot and Proposed Location of Section* 

" In order to consolidate functions of certain sections of 
tbe Dental Division with Identical or similar functions of other 
divisions in the Bureau of Medicine and Surgery, tile following 
transfer, &s represented in the table below, is herewith authorised. 


Present Location 



Proposed Location 

Dental 

Dental 

Planning 

Personnel Administrative 

Division 

Division 

Division 

Division Division 

Standards Section..• • • • 

Inspections Section.••. 

Personnel Section.. 





Professional Treatment Section...... »*.X 

(Authorisation of Claims) 

Material (Planning) Section.••..••••..•••••X 

^General 

" There shall henceforth be no changes in organisation or 
function within the Dental Division, without written authorisation 
from the Chief of the Bureau of Medicine and Surgery. 

/«/ ROSS T. McINTIRE" 

(see figure 6). 

Another reorganisation occurred in 1944 (31) end divided the 
Dental Division into a Dental Standard Branch (further subdivided 
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into the Dental Policy Section and the Dent&l Liaison Section), 
and the Dental Personnel Branch (further subdivided into the Dental 
Appointment Section and the Dental Assignment Section)• The office 
of Inspector of Dental Activities was a separate office* The exact 
substance of this directive is here quoted since it best describes 
the functions of each section and with few exceptions functioned 
throughout the remainder of the wari 

"General .- The Dentistry Division shall (a) consult with the 1ns- 
pector of Dental Activities in order to determine the dentistry needs 
and problems arising in the field! (b) study, evaluate, advise and 
make recommendations on the dentistry needs, problems, standards, 
practices and performances of dental activities in the Medical 
Departmenti (c) initiate and recommend action pertaining to comple¬ 
ments, appointments, promotions, advancements, training, assignments 
and transfer of dental personnel! and (d) maintain liaison with such 
other Bureau of Medicine and Surgery offices or divisions or such 
other military and civilian agencies as may be required in the pre¬ 
sentation of the functions of this Division* 

* In order to expedite these functions, the Dentistry Divis¬ 
ion shall consist of (&) an Office of the Chief of Division, (b) a 
Dental Standards Branch, and (c) & Dental Personnel Branch. 

"Office of the Chief of Division .- The Chief of the Division shall 
be responsible for the performance of all functions assigned to the 
Dentistry Division, but shall adopt no major policies, methods, or 
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procedures without the approval of the Chief of the Bureau of 
Medicine and Surgery, In order to assist the Chief of the Div¬ 
ision in the general administration of the Division, there shall 
be established the "Office of the Chief of Division" as part of the 
organization of the Dentistry Division, The office shall consist 
of the Chief of the Division and such other personnel as nay be re¬ 
quired to assist the Chief in the general administration of his 

s 

duties, 

"Dental Standards Branch ,- The Dental Standards Branch shall per- 
for» the functions listed in points (a),(b) and (d) of paragraph 2 
of this directive. This branch shall consist of (a) a Dental Policy 
Section and (b) & Dental Liaison Section, 

"The Dental Policy Section ,- The Dental Policy Section shall consult 
with the Inspector of Dental Activities in order to determine the 
dentistry needs and problems arising in the field, and shall study, 
evaluate, advise and make recommendations on the dentistry needs, 
policies, standards, practices, and performances of dental activi¬ 
ties in the Medical Department* 

"The Dental Liaison Section .- Shall maintain liaison with such 
other Bureau of Medicine and Surgery offices or divisions or such 
other military and civilian agencies as may be required in the pro¬ 
secution of the functions of this Division. 

"Dental Personnel Branch .- The Dental Personnel Branch shall per¬ 
form the functions listed in point (c) of paragraph 2 , of this 






directive. This Branch shall consist of (a) a Dental Appointment 


Section, (b), a Dental Assignment Section. 

"The Dental appointment Section .- Shall be responsible for matters 
relating to appointments to V-12 dental program, the commissioning 
of dental officers to training of dental personnel, and to discip¬ 
linary cases. 

"The Dental Assignment Section .- Shall be responsible for matters 
relating to officer complement for dental facilities, to assignment 
and transfer of dental officers, end to promotion and advancement 
of dental personnel. 

"Organisation Changes *- The functions and the plan of organisation 
described herein require the transfer of all personnel functions 
relating to the Dental Dorps from the Personnel Division to the 
Dentistry Division as well as the transfer of the inspection 
functions of the former Dentistry Division to the Inspector of 
Dental Activities. 

" All matters relating directly to dentistry shall hence¬ 
forth be referred to the Dentistry Division. 

/»/ ROSS T. MoIMTUtE 

Vice Admiral <MC), USN 
Chief of Bureau." 

By another directive dated 18 September 1944 (32) the Off¬ 
ice of Inspector of Dental Activities was established at the Bureau 
of Medicine and Surgery. Finally on 24 May 1945# there was estab- 
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lished the office of the Assistant for Dentistry in the Bureau of 
iedicine and Surgery, and further reorganisation of dental function® 
was directed (33)• By this directive the Dental Inspection Office 
came under the Assistant for Dentistry, as did the Dental Personnel 
Office (which was divided into the Dental Qualifications, Dental 
Training and Dental Assignment Sections), and the Dental Professional 
Office, the former Dentil Standards Branch (figure 7). Otherwise 
the duties of each were similar to those quoted in the reorganisa¬ 
tion of 18 September 1944* Due to the ever alert attention of the 
Surgeon General to the needs of the ii&v&l Dental Corps, these re¬ 
organisations helped immeasurably to better execute the duties of 
the Dented Corps and to enahle finally, the rendition of better 
dental service to patients* 

Several new and revised official dental record forms were 
constructed during the war to better coordinate dental activities, 
to distribute dental supplies more equitably, and gain detailed 
treatment data more readily (34*35*36,37*3^*39)* Duplicate dental 
ledgers for dental supplies and equipment were ordered for all 
stations in order to better establish the rate of use of items per 
dental officer (40*41)• 

Professional .- The problems of health standards for eligibility to 
enter the armed services became a serious one during the war* The 
results of physical examination of selectees had brought to light 
the necessity of either changing health standards or running the 
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risk of exhausting the source of manpower meeting such health 
requirements* Application of peacetime dental standards in 1941 
caused rejection of one out of every five selectees in the Army 
(42)* In that saam year of some 340*000 applicants (who were 
still volunteers) in the Navy, 7*8 per cent were rejected for 
dental reasons (43)* From 1941 on It was rather difficult to 
determine what rejections were due to dental conditions also, 
since the discovery of any disqualifying physical ailment iMedia¬ 
tely precluded further examinetion* It is conceivable that per¬ 
centages of patients rejected for denial reasons might be higher 
than those recorded if further examination were conducted on those 
patients disqualified for other general conditions (44)* 

fhe naval peacetime dental standards for enlistment in the 
regular Navy were roughly (45)» &t least 20 serviceable teeth, 
four opposing molrrs (two on each side), and four opposing incisors 
two on each side of the median line. A badly decayed tooth was not 
considered a serviceable one, but one which had been suitably re¬ 
stored by artificial Beans, was considered serviceable* Gingival 
disorders, abscessed teeth, oral tumors, attachment apparatus dis¬ 
turbances, mal occlusion and wide edentulous spaces In either the 
maxillary or mandibular dental arches were considered disqualifying 
These general standards were particularly enforced in applicants 
for aviation and submarine duty, and for officers* 

The purpose of 20 serviceable teeth, opposing molars and 


incisors was to insure adequate chewing ability as well as to 
reduce cost when considering prosthetic replacements which would 
have had to be constructed when such function was impaired. Mai 
occlusion was disqualifying for similar reasons. M&ny grossly 
decayed and abscessed teeth or severe disturbance of the attachment 
apparatus were causes for rejection because of the possible danger 
of acting as foci of infection. In the case of tumors, benign and 
malignant, the reason for disqualification was obvious. 

Submarine dent 1 standard# required, besides freedom from 
oral infection, strict adherence to numbers of opposing teeth in 
order to facilitate secure grasping of a mouthpiece attached to & 
rescue breathing apparatus. Oral infection and large dental cavi¬ 
ties were particularly disqualifying because of the circumstances 
surrounding such duty. The limited quarters aboard submarines 
precluded ready availability of dental treatment. Since every 
man’s duty is vitally important to the proper functioning of these 
craft as a whole, any reduction in the efficiency of one man due 
to some oral or physic al disorder, could reduce the relative oper¬ 
ating efficiency of such craft. 

In aviation the position of the posterior teeth and the 
number of teeth, freedom from mnl occlusion &s well as oral infec¬ 
tion, were considered important, Certain Equilibrium phenomena 
occasioned by lack of equal pressure accommodation on either side 
of the tympanic membrane ( 46 ) and dental pain (47) seemed to be 


associated with a lessened amount of inter-maxillary distance 
end carious teeth* 

Since so many applicants were found disqualified because 
they could not meet the peacetime dental standards, pressure for 
revision of such standards was increased* By & directive from 
the Bureau of Personnel (48) and 0. S. Marine Corps Headquarters 
(49) dental standards were lowered and became as follows* Eighteen 
serviceable teeth (Instead of 20), two opposing molars (instead of 
four, with two on either side), not more than four incisors missing 
which had been satisfactorily replaced* Cuspids and bicuspids were 
not to be considered as molars* A carious tooth which could be 
restored by fillings could be considered a serviceable tooth* 
Applicants were not to be accepted whose mouth condition was a 
menace to general health or in whoa prosthetic or orthodontia treat¬ 
ment was required* 

For officers, nurses, condidates for NavsJ. Academy of the 
Regular Havy, Marine Corps, midshipmen, merchant marine, officers 
of the Navy and Marine Corps Reserve - officer candidates for V-7(G), 
V-12, V-12(A) and class 111-d dental standards were not changed 
throughout the war* 

Much effort was expended by civilian dental organisations and 
practitioners in co-operation with naval activities to rehabilitate 
personnel prior to entry into the service, or in renoering dental 
treatment to those rejected for dental reasons (50)* ^owever. 




civilian dentists were becoming more scarce as the armed forces 
were requiring the services of more and more of them until finally 
the whole rehabilitation problem became that of the armed forces* 
As the system of induction also became part of the Navy 
system for procurement of personnel together with the Army, dental 
requirements .were lowered (51) in accordance with mobilisation 
regulations of the Army (52). A resum^ of these requirements for 
various classes of personnel dated 1 July 1943 is here reproduced! 


"OFFICERS! 


•DENT.X STANDARDS 
FOR 

COMMISSION ENLISTMENT INDUCTION 
SJSN USSR USMC USMCR 
0. S. NaVY 


An applicant must hive a minimum of twenty vital 
permanent teeth, including four opposed molars, 
two of which are directly opposed on each side of 
the dental arch, and four directly opposed incisors* 


In addition to the above, a candidate must present 
a high standard as to s formation and condition of 
the teeth, occlusion, condition of the soft tissues, 
and such restorations and replacements as may be 
present. 

"Explanation of Standards: Paragraph 1461. Manual of the Medical 

Department* 

"Causes for Rejection! Paragraph 1462, Manual of the Medical 


Department 



•mmmt 


Same at Officer®* 

•CANDIDATES FOR NAVAL ACADEMY* 

Same at for Officert except that the dental stru¬ 
ctures shall conform to a higher standard with res¬ 
pect to the number of restorations, degree of mal 
occlusion#, and general condition* 

At time of acceptance of the candidate he must have 
received all the required dental treatment including 
permanent restorations of carious teeth and the re¬ 
moval of deposits. 

"Causes for Rejactions! Same a# for Officers* 

"ENLISTED IIEKi 

An applicant must have eighteen natural servic&ble 
teeth with at least two molars in functional occlus¬ 
ion and not more than four incisors missing which 
have been satisfactorily replaced, 

"Causes for Rejection* Same as for Officers, excepting as modified 
by difference in standards regarding loss of teeth, 
"INDUCTEES* 

Acceptable* 

(a) Individuals who are well nourished, of good mus¬ 
culature, are free from gross dental infections, 
and have minimum requirement of an edentulous 
upper jaw ’ nd/or an edentulous lower jaw, correc- 


ted or correctable by a full denture or den¬ 
ture#, 

i 

(b) Malocclusion - When it i# evident from the 
individuals general physical condition that 
his malocclusion has not seriously inter- 
ferred with the mastio&tion of the normal diet, 
provided that the malocclusion ha# not retailed 
in secondary pathological congee, 

"Cause# for Rejection! 

(a) Diseases of the Jaws and associated structure# 
which are irremediable or not easily remedied, 
or which are likely to incapacitate the indivi¬ 
dual for satisfactory performance of 1 military 
duty, 

(b) Extensive loss of oral tissue in an amount that 
would prevent replacement of missing teeth by a 
satisfactory aenture* 

0* S, KaVaL RESERVE 

"OFFICERS! 

Same as for Officers, U, S* Ravy* 

"IQttE* OFFICERS! 

$-V(S), U. S, Raval Reserve, 1-R, 0, S, Coast Guard 

Reserve#! 

An applicant must have eighteen vital teeth with two 
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molars opposing on each side of the dental arch 
and four opposing incisors without wide edentulous 
spaces. 

"Causes for Rejection! 

Same as for Officers, U. S. Navy excepting as modi¬ 
fied by difference in standards regarding loss of 
teeth. 

"NURSES! 

Same as for Nurses, U. S. Navy, excepting that a 
candidate whose missing teeth are replaced satis¬ 
factorily will be considered for waiver if especially 
desirable. 

"officer Candidates! 

V-l, V-l(C), V-1(S)| 

Enlistment in these classes has been discontinued. 

V-5 Aviation Cadets! 

An Applicant must have eighteen sound vital teeth 
with at least two molars in functional occlusion 
and not more than four incisors missing which are 
satisfactorily replaced. 

"Causes for Rejection! 

Seme as for Officers, U. S. Navy, excepting as modi¬ 
fied by difference in standards regarding loss of 


teeth. 


V-7(G) Accredited College Program, General 
Service! Same as for Officer®, U.. S. Navy. 

V-7(S) Accredited College Program, Special Servicei 

Same as for V-5 Aviation Cadet®* 

fell, V-I2(A) Navy College Training Program! 

Same a® for Officers, 0* S. N&vy* 

V-l2(8) Navy College Program! Include® only former 
A.S., V-l(S)j A.S., V-7(S)j Ensign (P)j Lnsign B-V(P)| 
and Ensign ChC-V(P). 

Same as for V-5 Aviation Cadet®. 

"WOMEN OFFICER CANDIDATES! 

V-9 U. S. Naval Reserve, W-9 U. S. Coast Guard Reserve! 
Same as for WOMEN OFFICERS. 

"MIDSHIPMEN MERCHANT MARINE* 

Same as for Officer®, U, S. Navy. 

•ENLISTED MENi 

9 - 1 , 0— aj V— 2, V— 9 , ‘7—4, 7 — 11 } M— 1 , and M— 2, 

Enlistments not accepted in these classes. 

Fleet Naval Reserve, F-4-C, F-4-D, and F-5i 
Individual consideration. 

V-6 General Service, Specialist Ratings, CB*s, and 
Negroes! 

Same as for INDUCTEES, U. S. Navy. 

•WOMEN ENLISTED! 
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V-1Q, U. S. Naval Reserve* W-1Q* U, S. Coast Gu^rd 
heserve! 

Jin applicant must have sufficient natural teeth or 
suitahle prosthetic replacements to supply satis¬ 
factory biting and masticatory function. Natural 
teeth must be free of disease. Prosthetic replace¬ 
ments of teeth missing at the time of enlistment 
will not be authorised at government expense* 

B U* S* MARINE CORPS 

"•FFICERSl 

Same as for Officers* U. S. Navy. 

"ENLISTED MEN! 

Same as for Enlisted Men* 0. S. Navy. 

*INDUCTEES| 

Same as for Inductees* U. S, Navy* 


" U* 3. MARINE CORPS REISERVE 

"OFFICERS* 

Same as for Officers, U. S. Navy 
"WOMEN OFFICERS! 

Same as for $omen Officers* U. S. Naval Reserve* 

"Candidates cl*ss foe commission iiid! 

Same as for Officers, U. S* Navy 
"WOMEN OFFICEii CANDIDATES* 

Class VI a* Same as for Women Officers, U. S. Naval 

Reserve* 


— a7 — 




•ENLISTED MENi 


Class 1 fleet Marine Corps Reserve* 

Individual consideration* 

Class 11 Organized Reserve* 

All men now on active duty* 

Class llld Enlisted and re-enlisted men for combat 
dutyt Same as for Inductees, U* S* Navy, except that 
seventeen year old applicants must meet the standards 
for enlisted men, 0* S* Navy, 

Class I? Limited Service for Guard Duty* 

Su**e as for Inductees, 0* S. Navy, excepting that 
inability to bite and/or masticate must have been 
corrected by dentures or bridges* 

•WOMEN OUSTED* 

Class VIb* 

Sams as for &omea. Enlisted, 0. S. Nav&l Reserve* 

NOTE* Standards in the cases of classes prefixed by the designations 
S or SS (SV-ll(S) USNR, SS ill (b) USMCR, etc,) are the s..me as for 
these classes when not so prefixed," 

With a very few exceptions involving mostly the change in the class¬ 
ification of applicants, the above standards were used throughout 
the resk&inder of the war. 

Thus by Bureau of Medicine and Surgery directive of ^9 i&y 
1943 (51), actually no teeth were necessary in inductees and only 



severe infection vf.nd anomalies 1 ~n~ I mim » nl i . were disqualifying* 

This was the start of a vast rehabilitation program that caused 
much concern tothe Cental Corps, In October 1943* 97 dental 
activities were authorized to render prosthetic dental treatment 
(53) (figures «;9,JQ,3l)* A 4*000 per cent increase in dental pros¬ 
thetic treatment over that two years previously resulted by July 
1944 (53a)(figures 29*30,31)# Authorisation for prosthetic dental 
treatment as previously required by the Bureau was no longer necess¬ 
ary and became the responsibility of the local dental officer (54)# 
Previously such blanket authority was authorised only for personnel 
on duty at sea and outside the continental limits of the United 
States (55)# Since dental prosthetic replacements were a problem 
as early as 1940 which stimulated the directive, ruling Fleet 
Reserve personnel unqualified for active duty who were in need of 
urgent or extensive dental treatment or prosthetic replacements (56), 
one may readily imagine the difficult problem confronting the Dental 
Corps by introduction of such a program. 

The rehabilitation program which became necessary was aimed 
at making all persons, regardless of their dental condition (within 
extreme limits), dentally fit. It was an extremely difficult assign¬ 
ment for the Dent 1 Corps, particularly in view of the fact that 
enlisted men were not qualified for transfer beyond the continental 
limits of the United States if they were in need of prosthetic treat¬ 
ment (57). Later in the course of the war no man was qualified for 
duty overseas who did not have hie "essential dental treatment, oper- 


ativfe and prosthetic”, completed. Appropriate signatures of 
dental officers had to be affixed to such a statement and entered 
in the health record of the patient ( 58 , 59 )* The primary respon¬ 
sibility rested with the dental clinic at naval training centers 
and final responsibility at dental clinics at ports of embarkation 
(58). 

In addition to this vast rehabilituition program, personnel 
of the Unitea Nations eligible for receipt of lend lease aid were 
eligible to receive dental treatment when they themselves could not 
supply adequate care (60), Naval dental facilities were also re¬ 
quired to care for Army personnel in areas where no army dental 
facilities were available ( 61 )* 

A resume of general treatment rendered from commencement 
of hostilities to their cessation is as follows ( 6 * 1 , 63 , 64)1 
•^9,654,343 restorations (fillings) all kinds 
509,292 dentures — all types 
27,23* bridges — all types 
4,229,309 teeth extracted including impactions 


570 

mandibular jaw fractures 

— 194*) 


76 

maxillary jaw fractures 

— 1942) 




) 

See Fig* 

2,780 

mandibular jaw fractures 

— 1943) 

28 



) 

nb 

316 

maxillary Jaw fractures 

— 1943) 

"Comba t 



) 

Experien¬ 

3,304 

mandibular Jaw fractures 

— 1945) 

ces* * 


al&xillo facial fractures 

— 1945) 



maxillary jaw fractures 

— 1945) 


1,170 

ocul r prosthesis — 

1945 - 1946. 



- 30 


Other oral treatment procedure# involving the hard and soft 

b»T 

tissue# were also performed detailed summaries were not com¬ 
pleted at this writing. Detailed summaries for 1942 and 1943 may 
be found in reference# 64 and 65, 

Materiel .- The problem of supplies and equipment at the 
beginning of hostilitie# became acute. Facilities were just not 
available to care for the great increase of necessary dental treat¬ 
ment, Priorities on metal were strict and much metal is used in 
the manufacture of dental equipment and supplies. Many of the 
dent-il manufacturing concerns were converting some of their factory 
facilities to the production of fighting equipment and accessories. 
Thus dental materiel became less readily available. 

To illustrate the acute shortage, dental burs (an item most 
frequently used) that had been used were to be saved, cleaned, dried, 

oiled, and sent to the U, S. Naval Medical Supply Depot, Brooklyn, 

4V 

N.I., for resharpening nd reissue (65), By October, 1942, the 
dental bur supply was even further curtailed so that only certain 
types, angle and straight handpiece burs could be manuflectured (67) 
and were &v liable in limited quantities (68), 

Finally in December, 1942 a directive ordering the conserva¬ 
tion of all critical material by the Medical Department was issued 
(69), The need for conservation of critical materials was extended 
to include the saving of amalgam scrap, precious metal bench sweep¬ 
ing# and polishing residue (70), Due to the curtailment in supplies, 
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continent*! U. S. facilities could requisition dental supplies 
only on a three month minimum, six month maximum bails. This held 
throughout the war (71)* 

The outfitting of dental clinics in various advanced bases 
was standardised according to certain medical components which were 
designated for certain b?>ses (72). The medical components, in 
which dental personnel requirements were included, were arranged 
by dispensaries of 600$ 200j 100$ 100 mobile find 50 bed capacity. 
There were also sub-dispensary dental-mobile, sub-dispensary dental - 
prosthetic laboratory, and sub-dispensary dental - prosthetic lab¬ 
oratory - mobile components. The dental branch of the War Plans 
Section determined the dental needs of each of these components 
and arranged standard lists in great detail (73)# ¥*hen certain 
functional components became necessary with the establishment of 
certain advanced bases, dental personnel and equipment could then 
be ordered by merely using & code word corresponding to that par¬ 
ticular list of dental needs (73)• This became necessary as can 
be readily seen when comparing the number of dental clinics in 
operation at the beginning and end of hostilities. 

To compensate for the expanded needs that rehabilitation, 
manpower requirements, curtailment of suppliea, etc., incurred, a 
•shift" system was devised to keep available dental equipment in 
service longer than eight hours a day, particularly at the larger 
training centers and Navyyard dispensaries (74)* By this system 
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dental officer® in groups worked at different time periods during 
the day, and in some eases dental equipment was kept in active use 
16 hours a day* Regardless of the unpleasantness and questionable 
results such a system produced, it was all that could be done under 
the circumstances* Finally an ALftaV in December of 1945 (75) dis¬ 
continued this system because with separations from the service, 
the reverse from that of the beginning of the war occurred} namely, 
more equipment than personnel beciime available* 

The type dental equipment available in ships at the beginning 
and end of hostilities may be seen in figures 8-10* At the close 
of the war changes in equipment represented iaprovements in design 
of instrument cabinets, units and chairs (as instituted by commer¬ 
cial dental houses throughout the country), ana standardisation* 
Other improvements ana standardisation were initiated principally 
by the Planning Section of the Bureau of Medicine- and Surgery (a 
gooa resume appears in 76), or senior dental officers who were 
assigned to the commissioning and fitting out details aboard ships 
in which they would later serve* (Fortunately naval dental officers 
were also attached to the Planning Section of the Bureau of Medicine 
and Surgery and were given much support). &uch improvement® were 
directs mostly towards increasing the number of dental offices 
aboard some of the 1 rger ships, and t the seme time conserving as 
much space as possible. Attention was directed to the design of 
sterilising and treatment procedures which would make the dental . 
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offices aboard aore readily available to the Medical Dep- rtaent 

vhmn actual casualties occurred (figures 9-10)* 

Ashore there was little deviation from those afloat, in 

design for the Individual operating room (figure 11), There was 

an increase in the number of operating rooms (figures 3^,33*34) 

and the setting up of aore prosthetic facilities (53)(figures 

30,31) during the course of the war. The arrangement of clinics 

ashore and afloat generally followed a pattern similar to that 

shown in figures Id,13 tnd 33* Naturally more space was available 

ashore than aboard ship for the individual operating rooms since 

restriction of space was not as necessary. 

The greatest change took place in the dental equipment for 

the amphibious and mobile forces. Photographs of the types designed 

by the Mr Plans Section and senior aent-l officers attached to 

b 

such forces, re shown in figures 14 -- 4 * 3 5-37, and represent those 
used at the beginning and during the war. With the initiation of 
the V-12 training program for students at the various schools, and 
the need of dental treatment by small groups of naval personnel in 
isolated sections, it became necessary to construct seif contained 
mobile dental operating unit® (77) and later mobile dental pros¬ 
thetic units (78). In all, construction of nine mobile dental oper¬ 
ating units (77) and one mobile prosthetic unit (78) were authorised. 
(The first mobile unit went into operation in the EIGHTH Naval Dis¬ 
trict, 18 February 1945 (165))* Dental clinic ships were recommended 
by Comm nder Service Forces, Pacific Fleet in June, 1945 (167), and 
the drawing up of pi: ns for four of such ships was authorised in 
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August, 1945-(168) figure 39, with the cessation of hostilities 

'\ 

these plans were abandoned (169). 

Ixee' ^O. ^cUvitieg, with Dssdfrl Treatment Fucillties(6^) 

The distribution of dental activities throughout the world 
aay oe seen in figure 5« An approximate summary of the type 
activities at which dental treatment was available and the extremes 
in dental officer strength of various sise activities by August,1945 
may be found in the following tablet 

ASfaORE 


Tvoe Activity 

-. *?-• 

Dental Officer 
. Complement * 

Prosthetic 
.. Facilities 


Operating bases 

70 

1-12 

9 

\ 

Repair bases 

4 

1-29 

3 

' \ 

Construction Battalions 3 

C CiHU+tJ 

3-53 

/ 1 

"V 

\ 

Supply depots 

15 

1-4 

0 


District Dental Officers 12 

1 each 

0 


Naval Hospitals 

55 

1-20 

27 


Dent .1 schools 

3 

4 - 23 

3 


Pre-Flight schools 

4 

1 — 8 

0 


Air Stations 

128 

1-42 

19 


Training Centers 

13 

65 - 353 

13 


V-12 Units 

31 

1-2 

o • 

; \ 

1 \ - 

Navy Yards 

5 

3 

t 

s 

4 

f V 

Miscellaneous 

65 

1-24 

10* 

\ 

\ 




35 












Dental Officer 

Prosthetie 


Type Activity 

NO* 

. Complement 

Facilities 


Fleet Hospital* 

9 

<0 

l 

? 


Naval Ships; 





Flag 

13 

1 each 

0 


Battleships 

23 

3 • 

0 

■ X: 

Carriers 

36 

1-3 

2 





Cruisers 

72 

1 — 3 

0 

iff 

Hospital 

12 

1-3 

9 

K 

Transport 

77 

1-2 

0 

f 

Transport for bounded 

3 

1 each 

0 

. \ 

: ■■■'. \ 

Tank and Repair 

S9 

1-5 

12 


Transport Attack 

2a 

1-3 

0 


Cargo Attack 

26 

1 each 

0 


Miscellaneous 

17 

1 each 

0 


AMPHIBIOUS FORCES 




NAVAL 




Base Hospitals 

13 

1-13 

? 


Amphibious Training Centers 

9 

1-24 

4 



MARINES 




Aviation 

13 

1-16 

2 


Bases 

9 




Training 

8 

1 -113 

6 


Divisions 

6 

2L.g&gh 
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The above cited officer strength and number of type activities 
at the various stations ^nd aboard naval vessels, does not imply 
that this number of dental officers and activities were on duty at 
the respective stations or in commission, respectively, throughout 
the war. as more clinics and ships were built the dental officer 
complement was reduced at many activities. Consequently the number 
fluctuated, particularly towards the end of hostilities. Since 
the numbers are for August, 1945 it is possible that in many activi¬ 
ties, particularly at the large training centers, there were more 
dental officers on duty than cited, at one time or another during 
the war. Am military advances were made in the Pacific, some 
activities were reduced while others were constructed. It was par¬ 
ticularly difficult to determine accurately what the dental personnel 
ana equipment status of any unit was at any given time in the for¬ 
ward areas because of their movements# 

EDUCATION 

The development of the educational phase of the l&v&l Dental 
Corps in this war may be divided into that maae available for off¬ 
icers, enlisted men and the dent 1 student group at civilian schools* 

Immediately prior to November, 1941 dental officers were 
assigned to civiliua educational institutions for post-graduate 
instruction in oral surgery, prosthodontia and research (79)* 

These courses were generally for a six month period when feasible, 
or shorter, ana included most of the recognised dental schools in 
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the United State#. During the war to the cessation of hostilities, 
short post-graduate courses in oral surgery were increased and 
included, in addition to the generally recognised civilian dental 
schools, the Mayo Clinic (87)* Post-graduate refresher courses, 
particularly in prosthodontia, were also given at the Naval Dental 
School at this time ( 38 )* Latex*/course in ocular prosthesis was 
added to the curriculum (165)* 

Indoctrinational instruction, particularly to newly comm¬ 
issioned dent-1 officers, was made av il hie at the Naval Dental 
School (30,79)(figure 25)* 7he course was originally designed to 

be of seven months 1 duration (31), and to include as many of the 
newly commissioned dental officers us possible. However, a three 
month course w s found most practical during the war (82,33,34)* 

Correspondence courses for naval medical ana dentol officers 
of the Naval Reserve were initiated and constructed (35) as early 
as March, 1940 in obedience to an article in BoB&v Manual (36)* 

With the great lucres se in reserve dental officers on active 
duty (89) such indoctrinational instruction bid to be taken over 
by all naval training centers (90)• Immediately after cessation of 
hostilities the indoctrinational course at the Naval Dental School 
was increased to six months (91)• 

Medical officers in battle areas were encouraged to cosuauni- 
cate freely with the Bureau of Medicine and Surgery (164)* Dental 
officers, as a part of the Medical Department, were encouraged to 
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likewise aid, whenever possible, in furnishing data in order to 
facilitate increased efficiency of the Dental Department, By dis¬ 
semination of such information, courses of instruction, made av- li¬ 
able to officers prior to transfer to battle areas, were kept 
current, so that practical instruction wag assured. 

We 

■ . n* * i~ t— " 1"7 i\ -, as a result of the information contained 

in the Fleet Medical Sews, 7 December 1941 (9*2), on the role dent .1 

officers might play as assistants to medical officers, the Surgeon 

* 

General directed (93) all dental officers to acquaint themselves 
with the administration of first aid, treatment of bums, shock 
md hemorrhage, disposal of the dead and other duties to assist the 
medical officer, Later it also became necessary for dental officers 
to learn the administration of intravenous anesthesia, plaster cast 
construction for ^Thopedic cases, and assistance in debridement of 
certain war wounds under supervision of a medical officer. This 
was a great opportunity for naval dental officers in gaining more 
general knowledge which would be helpful, particularly, those con¬ 
templating renewing private practice of dentistry* Such training 
was made available to all dental officers (especially those going 
to sea) at naval hospitals, naval training centers, and at the 
Naval Dental School in Bethesda, Maryland, Aboard ship dental 
officers assisteu the medical officer in teaching first eld to 
ship 1 * company. In general the Dental Corps may be rightfully 
proud of their contribution to treating the wounded, and gr&teful 
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for the opportunity afforded them through the directive mentioned 
above. 

Under the Selective Service act of 1940 provision was made 
to exempt students &t the civilian medical fjnd dental schools 
fro* the draft (94)* Students completing their first year of study 
could apply for the commission of Ensign, HV(P), in the B&vl Dental 
Corps Reserve and thereby complete their studies (95*96)• A revis¬ 
ion was a de in the Act on 3 March 1943* the essence of which was 
briefly suram rised (97) as followsi 

"All freshmen predental students who will complete their 
work before 1 July 1945 should be granted deferment by their local 
draft boards, according to a directive issued by the Selective 
Service System on March 3. Deferments previously were granted 
only to those who h„d completed at least the first year of study*" 

As the war continued and it became evident that sufficient 
dentil officers would not be made available from routine civilian 
practice, the military forces undertook to initiate a specialised 
training program, the Havy proposal of which is here quoted (98,99)* 
■The terms of the N&vy program, while stated in terms of 
medical schools and medical students, presumably apply to dental 
schools and dent 1 students. 

"Medical students who at present hold commissions as Ensign, 
h-¥(P), USM, have the option of remaining on inactive duty in their 
present status until completion of their course in medical school 
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at their own expense, or they nay resign their commission .nd 
enlist as apprentice Seamen, 0, *>. Naval Reserve, and be placed 
on active duty with pay, uniforms and per die® allowance to defray 
the cost of their subsistence. The tuition will be paid by the 
Navy, including the cost of books and the cost of renting micros** 
copes or other equipment necessary in the medical course. 

•ENTERING STUDENTS , 1 - Students who are now in medical schools, or 
those who have been accepted to the next entering classes, who are 
Ensigns R-V(P), USNR, will continue in these schools. On satis¬ 
factory completion of the prescribed course of studies, the students 
will be commissioned in the Naval Reserve as Lieutenants (junior 
grade) MC-V(G) on an inactive duty status to complete one year of 
internship in a civilian hospital. Those students who desire to 
enter the Medical Corps of the Regular Navy and successfully pass 
the examination will be assigned to an internship in a naval hos¬ 
pital on active duty* 

"If the student fails to maintain satisfactory standards on 
active duty in the Navy College Training Program he may be assigned 
to general duty in enlisted status in the rating for which qualified. 
The pay of apprentice Seamen on active duty, without dependents, 
is #50, per month* Certain allowances are made for the dependents 
of an Apprentice Seaman on active duty contingent on the allotment 
by the man concerned of a portion of his pay to his dependents* 

The amounts of the allowances depend on the number and relationship 
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of the dependents* 

"ENSIGNS *- Married Ensign* H-V(P), USNJti, are eligible for enroll¬ 
ment and participation in the Navy College Training Program* The 
maximum age restriction® prescribed for other Apprentice Seamen ij® 
the Navy College Training Program are not applicable to former 
Ensign® H-V(P). 

"Former Ensigns B~V(l) who enlist and who are attending 
medical school on or about 1 July 1943 will be ordered to active 
duty at the school which they are attending at that time* Navy 
me lic&l students in the Navy College Training Program will pursue 
ax accelerated course* frhile on active duty in school, medical 
students will wear a Midshipman or Cadet type uniform with suitable 
distinguishing insignia* 

"Applications for appointment as Ensigns H-V(P), USNR, from 
civilian students in medical school, or those students who have 
been accepted for admission to the next entering class of an 
, approved school, will not be accepted after 1 June 1943* There¬ 
after qualified students who are in attendance at or wix> have been 
accepted by an approved medical school will, on approval by the 
Bureau of Medicine ana Surgery and the Bureau of Naval Personnel, 
be inducted as Apprentice Semen, Class 5V-12(8), for training 
in the Navy College Training Program* 
i^ ^PIvQFESSIQftjX Thai M .•■!& *- Pre-medical students assigned to colieges 
and universities participating in the Navy College Training Program 
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will be ac.de up mostly from pre-medical student* who now hold 
&r enlisted rating in Class V-l or V-7, USNK* A small percentage 
of pre-aedieul student* will be taken from the successful appli¬ 
cants who passed the test given on 2 April 1943 in till high schools 
end colleges in the country. Tests will be given again in 
November, 1943 and in March, 1944* 

"Pre-amdio&l students formerly in Class V-l and V-7, on 
active duty in the Navy College Training Program, who are not 
selected for medical training by the Navy but who are acceptable 
to an approved medical school, may submit a request to the Bureau 
of Naval Personnel for discharge. Each such request will be con¬ 
sidered on its own merits* If not acceptable to an approved 
medical school, such men will be considered candidates for other 
officer candidates* training in which qualified* 

"The course of studies for pre-medical students entering 
the first term on 1 July 1943 will run for five terms of sixteen 
week* each* It is proposed to screen pre-medical students after 
the first year of their studies* The successful students will con¬ 
tinue their course until completion; the failures will be allowed 
to continue the term they are in at the time of failure and then 
be* assigned other training* It is the intention of the Navy Depart¬ 
ment that Naval trainees, pursuing a pre-medical course and later 
assigned to medic .1 schools, be acceptable to the schools to which 
ordered* 
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" Oi < In a subsequent release, the following details of 

the Army-Havy program for dental schools were made avail&hlet 

"At present it is contemplated that training in medicine, 
dentistry tend veterinary aedicine will be initiated in all 
approved schools by July 14* The dates correspond, as far as 
possible to the beginning of a new term except in schools in 
which an academic period starts after July 15 j in these cases it 
is aslced that the program be initiated at the first of the month* 
"Students in these schools who are called to active duty or 
are inducted through Selective Service will be assigned with the 
least possible delay to the utiit at the school in which currently 
enrolled* Preprofessional students who have completed their pre- 

i 

paratory training and who have been accepted for matriculation are 
considered as professional students. They will not be required to 
accomplish their basic training at the expense of their professional 
training* 

"Other preprofe b aion&l students, however, with the exception 
of those in the ballsted Reserve Corps and those who enter the 
Enlisted Reserve Corps through induction prior to 30 June 1943, 
must receive their basic military training program prior to assign¬ 
ment to the iirmy Specialised Training Program if they are inducted 
later* Since this three months* interruption of preprofessional 
training may mean incomplete preparation for the vacancy for which 
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accepted by an approved school, full advent..ge in these a sea 

f 

should be taken of eligibility for deferment under Selective 
Service. If at the completion of their academic preparation they 
are inducted, *ither before or after school, they will be assigned 
to the unit at the school by which accepted. 

"The decision of the Navy that all its medical and dental 
trainees will receive commutation of quarters and rations complicates 
the situation, as does the fact that Navy trainees will wear double 
breasted blue sack suits vhile the student in the army is clothed 
in Khaki. No one complains that the Navy will not permit its 
bachelors to acquire a dependent." 

By this it may be seen that not only those already in school 
would be permitted to continue their education, but others from 
the ranks could apply for such studies. The schools chosen for the 
program by the j-rmy and Navy were as follows (100,99) I 

"California College of Physicians and burgeons Dental School. 
Dental Schools of the University of California and University 
of Southern California* 

Illinois - :ent i Schools of Aoyol University, North-western 
University, and University of Illinois. 

Indiana - Indiana University Dental School. 

Iowa - State University of Iowa Dental School. 

Kentuckey - University of Louisville Dental School. 

Miehigen - Dental Schools of University of Detroit and 
University of Michigan. 
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Minnesota - University of Minnesota Dental School# 

Missouri - University of Kansu# City, St# Louis University 
and Washington University# 

Nebraska — Dental School# of Creighton University and Univ¬ 
ersity of Nebraska* 

Ohio - Dental Schools of Ohio State University and Western 
Reserve University* 

Oregon - North Pacific College of Oregon Dental School* 

Pennsylvania - Dental Schools of Temple University, University 
of Pennsylvania and University of Pittsburgh. 

Texas - Texas Dental College and Baylor University Dental 
School* 

Wisconsin - M&rquette University Dental School# w 

For the Navy this specialised training program (which included 
dentistry) became known as the V-12 program and became effective 
1 July 1943 (101). By 1 October 1943 (101) the number of naval 
personnel enrolled in the dental phase of this program was l,851 f 
distritoited as follows* Freshmen 288, sophomores 457, Juniors 607, 
seniors 499* In addition, there were 102 students who retained 
their commission as Ensign E-V(P) (101). ^ith the initiation of 
the V-iX program, students with commissions were requested to re¬ 
sign their commissions and enter the training program and thus 
have their education paid for by the dovernment# The number of 
pre-dental students coi?imi#sioned and enrolled numbered 147 at this 
time (X01)* The methods by which the Navy selected dental students, 
reviewed in the Journal of the American Dent-1 Association, mid- 
monthly issue of 15 October 1943, is here quoted (10*)* 


"The Bureau of i&vul Person riel of the N&vy Department ha# 
announced tli>t students will be selected for medieal or dental 
training in the V-12 program on the basis of their potential 
professional ability and on their records through the ends of 
their third term. Selection will be Bade as early as practicable 
in the fourth terms of the- applicant* s work with the two following 
exceptions! 

*(a) For the first such selection, men who have already 

advanced beyond their fourth term will be considered 
on the b' sis of their work through the lastterm com- 
pietea. 

(b) Former apprentice seamen V-l and V-7 who were accepted 

by approved medical schools or accredited dental schools 
prior to 1 July 1943 will be assigned to the schools 
which accepted their applications without further review 
of their credential by the Committee of Deans referred 
to. 

•For both medical and dental students, there is to be a 
committee in each naval district composed of deans of the medical 
or dental schools, or their representatives, in the district and 
the district training officer as a consultant member, which shall 
be requested to prepare lists of pre-medicl and pre-dental students 
for cousider&tion for medical training. The Bureau of Naval Pers¬ 
onnel will assign students from these lists to fill available vacancies 
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in approved and accredited dental and aedicl schools throughout 
the country on the following basis« 

"(a) In the case of & nation wide excess of qualified stu¬ 
dents, the same percentage of qualified students fro* 
the top of each list down is to be assigned to medical 
and dental training fro* each district* 

"(b) All men selected in accordance with the foregoing pro¬ 
cedure who coaplete pre-medical work at the end of a 
given Naval V-12 term are to enter medical or dental 
school before men finishing their pre-medical or pre- 
dental studies at the end of a later term* 

"(c) Men selected for medical or dental training are to be 

assigned to schools in their districts if possible with¬ 
out violating (b)* If not possible to assign men to 
schools In their oifstricts, they will be assigned to 
schools in the nearest districts that have vacancies* 
"(d) Men are to be assigned to the school of their choice 
if possible without violating (b) or (c)*" 

Another more detailed resume which came directly from the Surgeon 
General 1 s office appeared in the December issue of the Journal o f 
Dental hauQ&tlon (103)• 

Pre-dental students under instruction in the V-12 program 
who completed their png-professional work were assigned to dental 
departments of naval hospitals for duty pending further assignment 
to professional schools (104»1Q5)• 
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Modification in eligibility for V-12 training program 
occurred from time to time in which physical requirements were 
more definitely stated, and more enlisted personnel, who hd 
previous present cl or predental education, between the ages of 
17 and 30 coula apply (106). The age limit of such applicants 
was raised to 31 years in March,1944 (107)# In May, 1944 enlisted 
personnel of the Go< .at Guard and Marine dorps and their Reserve 
components also became eligible for medical and dent&l training 
under the V-la program (1QS) • 

Immediately after the close of hostilities all further appli¬ 
cations for special training courses (medical, dental *nd chaplain) 
were cancelled (109). dome dent:! ¥-12 training units at civilian 
colleges were feeing disestablished (110), one as early as 10 July 
1945(111) ♦ Hth the establishment of educational opportunities for 
personnel separated from the services in the GI Biil of Fdghts, 
those who took advantage of the ¥-12 program were not considered 
eligible for application (112)* This was considered fair to those 
who had seen active combat during the war or had served on active 
duty in the armed forces* 

It might be interesting to note here that the medical and 
dent 1 attention which was made av liable to students in the ¥—12 
program was at first accomplished mainly fey contract with civilian 
dentists practicing close to the institution in which students were 
assigned (113)* In some cases dental officers with portable equip- 
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»ent rendered such treatment (II4). Later dental officers were 
assigned to most universities under contract in the ¥-12 program 
( 113 ). 

By 10 December 1945* 1,512 had graduated, 193 were freshmen, 
413 were sophomores, 514 juniors, and 349 seniors m. icing a total of 
. 1*469 in training| for a grand total of 2,981 enrolled in the 
cental training section of the Navy*s V-l*. program (115)* 

Enlisted personnel in the Hospital Corps, technician branch, 
prior to 7 November 1941, received instruction for four months at 
the Naval Dental School for the Dent-1 Technician*s. General, 
course (79*80), and five months for the Dental Technician*#, 
Prosthetic, course, given at all Hav&l Prosthetic Dental activities 
(79,80). .all ratings were eligible for the ’‘General” course but 
PhM l/c, PhM l/c, and PhM 3/c only were eligible for the "Prosthetic" 
course (79,80). In November, 1941 these courses were shortened (116) 
(due to the expanded emergency program) to ten weexs for *General* 
and four months for the "Prosthetic" courses. Rating# eligible for 
the "General" course were now PM </c, Phil 3/c, end HA l/c. For 
the "Prosthetic" course the same ratings as previously mentioned 
were eligible (116). also by this some directive, the Dental Tec¬ 
hnician, General course was to be given at naval activities as 
designated instead of at the Naval Dental School only. This fa 
Gillt&ted filling of vacancies more rapidly* 

With the greatly expanded dental clinics came the operation 
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of & great amount of dental equipment. Maintenance and repair 
became & problem to such an extent that enlisted men hi.d to be 
trained in such work (DEM - Dental Repairmen), The first Dental 
M&intenaaee and Repair School in the U, S. Navy mas established 
at the 0. Naval Training Center, Bainbridge, Maryland, 25 
February 1945 (165)* 

By August, 1943 the need for hospital corpsmen overseas 
became so acute that %AV£3 (V-10) were being used whenever possible 
to take the place of men (117) in the continent 1 U, S, In 
addition, although training for corpsmen in certain specialties 
was accomplished at activities so designated (116), by a direc¬ 


tive issued in January, 1945, some 132 naval activities were 
assigned the regular duty of training hospital corpsmen in these 
specialties (118), 

Prerequisites for training towards the certificate of 
Dental Technologist, General, by January, 1945 were revised (119) 
to sake minimum requirements — two years high school and recommen¬ 
dation by a dental officer, with desirable quaiifications of 
uation from a high school and some dental experience. For 
training towards a certificate in Dental Technologist, Prosthetic, 
the minimum requirements were two years high school, manual dex¬ 
terity, mechanic ;! ability and recommendation by a dental officer* 
the desirable qualifications to include graduation from a high 
school, dental prosthetic experience, and a certificate as Dental 
Technologist, General, 
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The distribution of training among the many naval dental 
activities, and the accelerated course apparently were successful 
to the degree that by a directive issued in June, 1945 (1-0) the 
time allotted for training dental Technologists, General and Pros¬ 
thetic, was, restored to that before November, 1941 (116)« 

r nl ATB niBl— 

.. . .gLHffr .rdize Instruction to all hospital corpemen a 

"Catalogue of Hospital d 0 rpc Schools and Courses* was compiled 
(121) (revised in 1944 (122))* The Dental Technologist, General nd 
Prosthetic, courses with appropriate text books (123,124) of 
instructions as indicated in the catalogue, were organised and 
written at the Naval Dent:!. School* These books (121,122,123, 

1^4) were used throughout the Navy as a guide as well cs a source 
of material for teaching those taking the course in Dental Tech¬ 
nology, General nd Prosthetic, 

Other educational means employed were audio visual in nature* 
The Naval Dental School was most interested in this means* By 
September, 1941, when the first board (to which a dental officer 
was attached) to investigate the possibilities of use of motion 
pictures was appointed by the Medical Officer in Command of the 
Naval Medical Center (125), six full length color motion picture 
films had been produced, three were in production and three con- 

templated (±±63. aioet of these were revised and/or reproduced 

Abroad- 

for dissemination throughout all naval activities and Jse-rrd wher- 
eiit .1 instruction r .$ given. By November, 194 ;: (127) three were 
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chosen and made available for duplication (l) “Duties of a Dental 
Technician". (2)"Treatment of Jaw Fractures", (3) "Oral Surgery 
(apicoectomy, two methods) w . In the preliminary phase of the dental 
visual educational program, the Surgeon General of the Navy and 

AMtKjb 

Rear- ftdainl ffsrold W. ~8mlfe (MG), 081 (Ret. )- were most helpful and 
encouraging. 

Another board was appointed by the Commanding Officer of the 
National Naval Medical Center, bethesda, Maryland, to develop 
motion pictures, in April, 1942 (128). A dental officer was also 
assigned to this board. The medical audio visual educational program 
developed to such an extent that by July, 1942 5 a section of Audio 
Visual Education had been established in the Division of Preventive 
Medicine in the Bureau of Medicine and Surgery (129)* By January, 
1944 a total of eight dental instructional films which h a been 
produced &t the Naval Dentil School prior to March, 1943 were matte 
available for duplication and distribution to training centers 

(130) * In the Nav 1 Catalogue of the United States Navy Training 
Films (cumulative supplement), an additional film, which was pro¬ 
duced by the Naval Dental Activity in Brooklyn, N.Y., was added 

(131) * 

As the war progressed the volume of audio visual educational 
needs became so great that local naval technicians could not care 
for them, and civilian organizations were called upon to render the 
technical assistance required. Medical training films, both still 
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. ciQ roving, sound and. silent, were used to such .n extent that 
separate lists in the fora of a catalogue became necessary (13*0 
in 1945| 14 Naval Dental Training Films were listed in this cat¬ 
alogue. At present others are contemplated, as well as construction 
of & book in Oral Pathology. Needless to say all such teaching aids, 
written and visual, were more th n welcome at all educational 
facilities throughout the Navy, and contributed more than any other \ 
single effort in standardising and increasing the efficiency of 
teaching procedures in the Naval Medical and Dental Corps. 

RESEARCH 

Organisation .- although research under the cognisance of the Bureau 
of Medicine and burgery was supported with the help of the National 
Research Council as early as 1934 (133)# it was not until December, 

1939 that the Navy Department decided to coordinate all research 
activities of the Navy (134)* A Naval Research ana Development 
Board was org nized in 1941 (135)# and in July of that same year 
Rear Admiral Harold N. Smith (MC), USN, was designated by the 
Secretary of the Navy to represent the Bureau of Medicine and Sur¬ 
gery as advisor to Doctor Jerome C. Hunsaker, the Coordinator of 
Naval Research and Development (136). By a letter from the Coord¬ 
inator of Naval Research and Development to the Bureau of Medicine 
and Surgery in October, 1941, Rear aduird Harold N, Smith was 
designated to establish liaison between Naval Medical Research and 
the Coordinator of Research and Development (137). Finally, in 
January, 194^ a Research Division was established in the Bureau of 
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Medicine ana Surgery with Rear *dviral Harold W, Smith &g Chief 
of the division (133) (figures 7, 26 ). 

Prior to the commencement of hostilities, dental research 
in the Medical Department was under the cognisance of the Naval 
Dental School (figure 25) (31,82,83,84) * The first dental research 
project X-44 (l&ter changed to X-131) wag approved by the Bureau 
of Medicine and Surgery on 24 June 1942 (139)• It was a large 
Statistical survey and four reports have thus far been published 
(14-4^ * , b, C , 0J • 

On 29 October 1942 the first naval dental officer was off¬ 
icially ordered to the new Naval Medical Research Institute (140) 
which had been commissioned 27 October 1942* By these orders the 
first dental facility, for Dental Research alone, was established 
in the Navy (figure 27)* Later in December, 1942, a naval dental 
officer wag designated for the first time by the Research Division 
of the Bureau of Medicine and Surgery to act ss liaison between 

Naval Dental Research and the Research Division, Bureau of Medicine 

/ \ T 51 

and Surgery (141). 

Dental research as conducted in the Navy from the beginning 
of fc orld lar 11 to the present, with few exceptions, is best des¬ 
cribed in a resuwi which appeared in the December issue of the 
Journal of Dental Education, 1942 (14^)(figure 25) here reproduced! 

w Three ms. in subdivisions for dental research in the Navy are 
possible, first, short range programs embracing individual curiosity 
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with resultant observe, tione and experimentation, These may or 
■ay not be related to dental problems and depend solely upon the 
initiative of the individual, fhe buraen of time, materials, 
apparatus and support rests upon the investigator alone. Results 
may or may not be of aid to the R&vy, 

"The second subdivision is the program as presented at the 

Naval Dental School, Here newly commissioned cental officers 

undergoing inaoctrinational courses are taught technical composition 

of reports for publication, methods of choosing problems for invest 

tigation, and means of recognising proper procedure principally 

aimed at the reduction of variables to & minimum. These courses 

are valuable means of training the dental officer in Naval Research 
methods as well as starting him upon a particular investigation. 

By properly beginning their investigations at the Dental School 
during indoctrination and continuing them at different duty stations, 
valuable information can be accumulated after a number of ye^rs. 
Instruction in the technique of proper thesis preparation further 
decreases the burden upon the alitor when such papers are submitted 
for publication. This fora of research may be either of long or 
short range nature, 

"The third subdivision of research possible in the Dental 
Corps of the Navy is tfcmi involving a long range investigation 
where effort is expended in many branches of the sciences directly 
related to some major problem* This includes the vast studies of 
field research, 

"This last form is considered preferable because the cumulative 
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effort of individual Investigation oaa be utilised and applied 
towards solving urgent dental problems and contributing more 
valuably to scientific information. In view of this cuoul-tivs 
effort, proper guidance of investigation along the rout(i/ toward 
long range goals are instituted to accomplish conservation of 
effort. It is not intended that work of experimental and obser¬ 
vational nature should be regimented, but because the Dent- 1 
Corps is small and the time factor, which rotation of duty entails, 
is important, such regimentation at times is necessary. In 
addition, the diversity nd immensity of probable investigation 
and experimentation remands curtailment and conservation of effort* 
Otherwise conclusions on gross problems undertaken cannot be ob¬ 
tained in any reasonable length of time, notation of duty alone 
requires the training of investigators so that progress towards 
solution of problems may continue after once being Initiated at 
any duty station. 

B 'The investigation undertaken must be of & nature which 
does not materially interfere with the routine duties of the 
dent 1 officer. Tide in itself is extremely limiting to the scope 
of possible endeavor. However, at some future time when the feas¬ 
ibility of this program is known, full time research dental off¬ 
icers with proper support .nd material aid will be ordered to such 
duty similar to those medic -1 officers now doing such work in the 
various departments of the Medical Corps, during the pursuit of 
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the investigation* other interesting .net valuable factors that 
warrant further study say be brought to light# Such further 
study necessitates full tine devotion by experienced dental off¬ 
icers properly trained in these fields# 

"Reports on a few experiments or observations are dis¬ 
couraged whenever possible since statistically the value of sig¬ 
nificant results seems directly proportional to the number of 
such individual investigations made. Preliminary reports, of 
course, are encouraged, but emphasis is placed upon the preliminary 
character of such. As an arbitrary number it is suggested that at 
least 1,000 experiments or observations be made before statements 
of a reasonable conclusive nature are made or accepted# This 
eliminates to a great extent the questionable character of many 
conclusions so often reached by many investigators. 

"The investigator is given every encouragement and aid. 

When and if the Bureau of Medicine and Surgery has once approved 
an outlined field research problem, it supports it throughout by 
making available to the investigator, specialists in various 
scientific fields attached to the Research Department of the 
Medical Dorps. These include physicists, chemists, biologists, 
statisticians, etc. Here again, at present, the necessity of 
first attending to routine aent.1 duties must be uppermost in the 
mind of the investigator. After a sufficient number of tests 
and observations have been made, the investig tor is permitted to 
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continue his work to a final conclusion at the Naval Dental 
School# Here without interference ... he is permitted to 
devote specified periods of tine to his problems. In this way 
he can organise and properly interpret any results he may have 
obtained as well as properly check for errors, utilising the 
experience of those specialists already mentioned and attached 
to the Centralised Medical Kesearch Department* 

"When it becomes necessary to enlist the aid of all 
dental officers for pursuit of & specific problem means are at 
hand to quickly and efficiently gain the sum total of such desired 
information# Over a long period of continuous inuoctrinational 
courses 1»r newly commissioned dent 1 officers, such co-oper; tion 
is drilled into them and consequently this co-operation is more 
feasible than under other circumstances# 

"Sufficient public notice is made periodically of the 
progress of any or all research efforts that are expended by the 
Naval Dental Corps# This is done by publication of preliminary 
reports on the various problems undertaken# The individual 
investigator is thus protected in regard to time, originality 
and credits# 

"Since the practice of dentistry is concerned with two 
major problemsj namely, dental caries, and oral pathologic conditions 
of soft tissues among which is parodontosis, it seems appropriate 
that cumulative efforts are expended upon problem® directly related 
to the solution of these# This is in direct contradistinction to 
that method of investigation already mentioned which spring® from 


curiosity alone and has no purpose other then the establishment of 
fact whether related or not to any or all major pro bless. It is, 
of course, understood that investigations of any nature are not to 
be discouraged. However, emphasis is placed upon the desirability 
of conducting research relating to the principal long-range goals 
such as those suggested. Investigations in purely Naval dental 
problems, such as the relations of dentistry to Aviation and Sub¬ 
marine Medicine, must be included as long range problems. Publica¬ 
tion of any results which might have military value, however, must 
be first submitted to the Coordinator of Naval Research via the 
Medical Officer in Charge of Medical Research and the Dental Off¬ 
icer in Charge of Dental Research. 

"Finally after a number of years, if the program continues 
and responsible persons work is used, we may eventually possess 
data on investigations sufficiently covering the various phases of 
science relating to the gross problem to warrant some more definite 
diagnosis, etiology, or observation in the problem. Thus & worth¬ 
while contribution to knowledge is developed. 

•There are many advantages for research work in the Navy that 
cannot possible exist in civil life. Continuation of the projects 
which have been started and initiation of investigations of other 
problems, under concentrated, intelligent direction and with 
properly selected personnel should yield interesting results** 1 
Professiona l.- From the commencement to cessation of hostilities 
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approximately 100 navi dental research investigations in all 
classifications were published or accepted for publication (143)* 
Those published after 14 August 1945 but representing work con¬ 
ducted during the war are represented in the reference (144)* Of 
these about ten were projects which were approved and supported 
by the Bureau of Medicine >nd Surgery (143, 144)* 

By the end of hostilities the position of the Research 
Division in the Bureau of Medicine ; nd Surgery &nd the relation 
of Naval i'ent 1 Research as a component of this Division, as well 
as the dent .1 Facilities of the Naval Medical Research Institute, 
are illustrated in the organisational charts Nos. 25,2:6 & 27* 

As the war progressed an office of rehabilitation sue formed 
in the bureau of Medicine end Surgery (145) in order to remedy, 
as far as possible, the results of war wounds, particularly in 
cases where amputations of arms, legs, hands, eye enucleations, etc., 
were necessary. The construction and application of prosthetic 
appliances was part of this offics*s activity, and requirements 
led to the establishment of a Prosthetic Appliance Board (146) at 
the National Naval Medical Center. This Board, besides medical 
officers and hospital corps officers, included several dental 
officers. In connection with the construction of prosthetic 
appliances, the Bureau of Medicine and Surgery approved the research 
project “Esthetic and Functional Hand .nd Digit Prosthesis and Eye 
Prosthesis", Project 1-573, on 11 May 1945, initiated by the Comman- 
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ding Officer of the Naval Dental School, National Naval Medical 
Center, Bethesda, Maryland (147)* 

Among other project*, upon which reports were made but 
which as yet have not been published in civilian or other jour¬ 
nals, were (147)t 

.&* Research Project X-345, Efficacy of penicillin in 
the treatment of oral fusospirochetosis, proposed 

11 February 1944 and approved by the Chief of the 
Bureau of Medicine and Surgery, 15 March 1944 (14#)• 

This was the first attempt in the Navy to determine accurately 
and in sufficient numbers of patients, a method whereby large 
numbers of patients may be treated quickly and still keep the men 
on their duties* The intramuscular injections of penicillin were 
shown to be most effective. On 8 September 1944 (149) the final 
report was sent through official channels* In all 105 cases were 
treated and observed* 

J2* Project X-697, Study on caries occurrence in the 
same surfaces either bilaterally and/or adjacently, 
approved 29 December 1945* In progress (150)* 
jc* Presence of Vincent* s organisms in the mouth of 
patients being treated for syphilis* 

A portable dental operating light for field use. 
Project X-664, approved 1*. September 1945* 

.e* Effect of methyl methacrylate fillings on pulp tissue 


of dogs, incoapleted, Project X-41* , approved 
4 July 1944* 

£* Relationship of dental occlusion to ear block in 

the low pressure chamber. Project X-157, approved 
October, 194^* 

Ji* Project X-434, approved 9 November 1944* 

1* Results of dent. 1 therapy in 50 cases of aerotitis media 
in submarine personnel based upon a new functional concept 
of austachian tube blockage* 

k m A rapid dental treatment for the prevention of aerotitis 
media* 

3* Evaluation of a dynamic concept of dental treatment based 
upon a functional classification of mal occlusion* 

4. Dental treatment of trismus, tinnitus, otalgia and obscure 
neuralgia* 

Personnel *- At the beginning of the war no dental officers were 
cond i^i ng investigations solely* Their routine duties of performing 
operative procedures on patients expected of them* Consequently 
very few were Interested in assuming additional responsibilities 
that research involved. This in itself was the beat screening pro¬ 
cedure possible since it quickly and effectively weeded out those 
dental officers who might be interested in research as & lark* By 
the end of the war two dental officers had been assigned to engage 
in dental research activities only, and both were attached to the 
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Naval Medical Research Institute (151)* At present other dental 
officers have been assigned to Naval Medical Research Units 
located in Guam (147), and Cairo, Egypt. (147, 170), Facilities 
available at civilian dental schools (152) are being utilized in 
co-ordination with Naval Dental Research facilities and supported 
by Naval Medical Research funds. Thus naval dental education and 
research received its greatest impetus and support during frorld 
«ar II* With the setting of such strong foundations, progress in 
these two phases seems assured. 


OBSERVATIONS - RECOMMENDATIONS - CRITICISMS 

and 

OTHER COMMENTS 
(165) 

This chapter must necessarily be considered as unbiased a 
review as possible, of the observations, recommendations, criticisms 
and comments gathered from the personal histories of navel dental 
officers# Besides the shortages, expansion difficulties in materiel 
and personnel, and organizational complexities which are incident 
to any country at war, those observations are mentioned here which 
have been Repeatedly\»aOe by more than one dental-officer# It was 
difficult to separate data which applied only to local personal 
experiences, from that which could be valuable when incorporated 
in an over-all Naval Dental dorps series of policies for various 
dental activities. So^msny factors influenced much of the criticism 
and recommendations made by dental officers serving in the different 


theaters of operation under varying circumstances that one was 
bird pressed to differentiate between the emotional and dispass¬ 
ionate forms of criticisms and recommendations# Consequently a 
measure w^s adopted by applying the question rt is this criticism, 
observation, re comm e nds tipn or comment on*which, if adopted, 
aight benefit the uorps as a whole or merely settle a comparati¬ 
vely minor local difficulty which might be due to clashes in per¬ 
sonalities rather than basic errors in regulations or policies?" 

The following observations, recommendations, criticisms 
and comments are thus screened! 

1# insufficient prosthetic facilities were available in the 
forward areas# The trailer or truck type operating units Aould 
have been a solution had they been developed soon enough to be 
made readily available# 

2. Dental officers with administrative and org nis&tional 
ability as well as actual battle experience should be placed in 
charge of dental facilities in forward areas or large dental 
activities • In this connection courses in administration might 
be given by competent instructors at the Naval Dental School and 
be a prerequisite for promotion or eligibility as senior dental 
officers in forward areas or large dental activities. 

3. Dental officer personnel from civilian practice with 
little or no experience in military life or handling of large numbers 
of officers and enlisted personnel, are not considered suitable to 
place in charge of large dental installations in the majority of 


cases# 




4* The hurried and selective form of dentistry, although 
objectionable, is the only solution daring wartime* In this 
connection, civilian dentistry could help by increasing their 
educational program and making it available to the majority of 

O-l 

civil .opal tions. however, statistical (l44-b,e,d,<m) date still 
show a considerable shortage of dentists to accomplish all the 
dental treatment necessary in any given population* 

5* To assume that all essential dental treatment can be 
accomplished by dental officers available in the rati© now authorised 
(15500) prior to going overseas, in the time allotted and dental 
standards permitted in inductees during wartime, is erroneous. The 
solution seems to be to make more dental, officers or time available 
per person in the service (consider #4)« 

6* During battle and in a lull it is absolutely necessary 
for medical and dental personnel to function as & unit for the 
welfare of the patient, rather than as separate entities* Such 
needs were never disput&a on the actual battlefield or ocean theater 
of operation during and immediately after action* 

7* Maxillo facial teams with medical and dental officers and 
corpsmen attached, are necessary to more efficiently handle large 
numbers of heact and neck injuries* 

8* There is need for enlisted personnel in the dental 
corps who have thorough stenographic and bookkeeping eaqperience 
to more intelligently and efficiently handle the paper work and 


keeping of files according to standards. Such instruction should 
be given by competent instructors at the Naval Dental School* 

9* The clinical and instructional phases of naval dentistry 
should be separated to a greater degree than now, mt those activ¬ 
ities where instruction is given. Teaching is a science and can 
only be undertaken by properly trained personnel if the classes 
towards whoa such instruction is directed are to benefit. To 
accomplish procurement of competent i nstructors, course of suffici¬ 
ent duration should be made av liable to carefully selected dental 
officers at pedagogical institutions or at naval educational centers 
employing well trained instructors. 

10. Research must be given more support. Incompetent 
personnel should be definitely excluded from such duty. It is true 
that personnel not actually engaged in research have as their prime 
objective the treating of patients. While it is true that research 
personnel should periodically go back to clinical work in order to 
keep a proper perspective, most of their endeavor should be con¬ 
sumed in actual experimentation or observ tion. Research is more 
than a full time job and creative work requires all the concen¬ 
tration, energy and freedom from interference as possible. The 
heaping of addition'll duties on personnel engaged in research is 
to be discouraged. 

11* The need for a sufficiently large reserve dental officer 
group with vigorous regular periodic training in military method# is 


considered necessary. The time consumed in this war in adjust¬ 
ment, and the resultant discontent and. misunderstanding might 

been 

have/avoided to a very considerable extent had a more active 
reserve training program been possible. The pressure of war, 
differences in personalities and difficulty of private practitioners 
to adjust themselves to being a cog in a machine rather than tbs 
whole machine as they are in private practice, are considered the 
main difficulties to surmount in most dental activities during war* 
Here again it must be stressed that such differences seldom seemed 
evident on the battlefield or ocean theater of operation, during 
or immediately after actual engagements with the enemy or when 
common dangers are shared. 

12. There seems to be need for a coordinator of dental 
research in the division of Research, Bureau of Medicine and 
Surgery. S /v, 7 '*'*<*) 

13* A dental officer with sufficient training in statistical 
methods should be attached to the vital statistics division. 

Bureau of Medicine snd ^urgery. By such liaison more data pertinent 

to dental activities might be made available and thus encourage 

, 

more efficient administration of naval dentil affairs. 

14* it has been suggested that the duplicate of the present 
dental record be retained until operative treatment has been ren¬ 
dered and the results of a more accurate examination of the oper- 

i 

ator during treatment might be recorded before transmittal to the 
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Bureau# This would result in a sore accurate record of the 
dental status of each patient on file in the Bureau for identi¬ 
fication purposes* 

15. It is recommended that bitewing and full mouth roent¬ 
genograms be made for each naval recruit and repeated at each re- 
enlistment# In this way the H&val dental dorps will have more d&t» 
on the actual caries status and yearly increment of caries in large 
male populations thin stay other organisation, when data procured 
from these X-r&ys are properly recorded and analysed* Budgetary 
estimates may Iso be more accurately constructed and identification 
of unrecognizable bodies more accurate. 

16. There seems need for the construction of a book on duties 
of a dental officer (in detail) aboard ship (various types), ashore 
(various type activity), when in an instructional or administrative 
capacity, etc.j one thut would embrace inooctrinational as well as 
post-graduate activities in raedico-dento-military aspects of the 
fi&vy, 

17. a more thorough investigation should be made into the 
professional abilities of ill dental officers, regular or reserve, 
in order to have such readily available when specialists in any 
phase are required, as when ordered to act as replacements of 
other officers with such special ability at any activity# 

18. Regular rotation of duty between continental U. 

rear and forward areas, afloat tnd ashore after predetermined periods 


should be particularly stressed during time of war, When this 
was initiated in the Pacific, morale was considerably improved 
among dental officers* For e professional men, arbitrarily & 
one year tour of duty in an active battle area is considered 



battle activity in which the personnel are engaged. Such was 
the policy in the final year of hostilities. 

19* Wore thorough and frequent inspections of dental 
activities are suggested to bring about more efficient function¬ 
ing of dental activities. This is now being done by district 
dental officers. 

20. The assignment of collateral duties to dental off¬ 
icers except in cases of emergency, should be discouraged. How¬ 
ever , it is conceivable that in certain cases, depending upon 
the personality of the dental officer, his initiative and type 
of duty, such collateral duties are & necessity if for no other 
than morale purposes, particularly in an active theater of oper¬ 
ation. Keeping busy seem* a particularly effective antidote 

for fear during battle action or in areas where action is expected 
momentarily. 

21. It was suggested that wooden boxes for portable dental 
equipment be replaced with metal in order to eliminate warp&ge 
that occurs in the tropics and when becoming wet. 

22. Air conditioning is practically a necessity in ship*s 
denb.,1 offices in the tropics. The humidity is generally at the 
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point nd the temperature well over 100°. In such environ-. 
went, perspiration on the hands causes ready slipping of h.nd- 
pieces and dental instruments. Actual soft tissue dosage has 
occurred on several occasions due to this. The force that, has 
to be exerted on these instruments for dental operations is 
different than in soft tissue surgery. Consequently a slip can 

cause much more extensive damage. 

' * 

^3* A small prosthetic outfit should be available aboard 
all ships in which dental treatment is available to render at 

t 

least emergency dental prosthetic service. This to include a 
small acrylic outfit to quickly construct acrylic crowns in the 
anterior region of the mouth in an emergency. 

2U* Use of X-ray therapy in facial cellutitis was consider¬ 
ed of value by several dental officers attached to hospitals where 
such was available. 

2$. Dental equipment should go in advance of dent'd officers 
to insure availability upon arrival of officers. This is rather 
difficult,however, since the military situation may not always be 
predicted this far in advance. 

^6. Fitness reports on junior dental officers should be made 
out by the senior cental officer and forwarded* 

MISC£LLAN£00S 

The subject of naval dental war prisoners, their experiences 
as well as activities nill be treated next (153)* These may be 



classified under several general headings! (a.) their experiences 
immediately before being captured while the Japanese were attacking 
the Philippines, (b) their activities and experiences while pris¬ 
oners, &nd, (c) their experiences i®»ediately prior to being liber¬ 
ated* 

It appears that during the bombing of M anile and other points 
in the Philippines, dental officers attached to these areas were 
Ixisy helping the medical officers treat the great number of wounded 
personnel* These dental officers learned much and found that they 
coula be a definite help, particularly in treatment of jaw casual¬ 
ties which medical officers considered in the field of dentistry* 

From the experiences that have been related by prisoners, it 
appears that at no time was the association between all personnel 
more complete, or on a more co-operative basis than during the 
time of attack and treatment of the wounded* The hospital# and 
other treatment stations had to be evacuated and temporary hos¬ 
pitals seemed to spring up miraculously over night* However, 
even these treatment centers became destroyed or had to be ah nd~ 
oned as the enemy pushed on* a partial insight into the diffi¬ 
culties encountered might be had when one considers that there was 
evan a scarcity of fresh, uncontaminrjted water* 

The ingenious method# employed by personnel with incentive 
and creative ability to remedy shortages of m&teriel was amusing* 

In the ease of dental amalgam, -oV was obtained by filing 
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the Philippines pesos (which later ka to be smuggled in), and the 
mercury, by heating calomel. Apparatus for sterilizer*, chairs, 
cabinets, etc., were likewise constructed from bits of refuse 
found day by day here and there. In China war prisoners seemed 
to fare a bit better in dent 1 equipment and supplies which could 
be smuggled in via civilians from supply houses scattered about# 
however, in the Philippines the supplies ~nd equipment had to be 
constructed fro* crude materials in many instances. Instruments 
to remove teeth were many ~*ong which was the ordinary pocket 
Knife, apparently medical and dental officers became versatile 
in the use of a few instruments for a great many different treat¬ 
ment and surgical procedures. 

It seems that after the casualties were treated and surrender 
was complete, naval medic 1 and dent 1 officers were permitted to 
practice their professions by the Japanese authorities. Treatment 
was rendered war prisoners mostly, but occasionally these officers 
were called upon to treat Japanese soldiers# As a result of treat¬ 
ment rendered the enemy, email sped 1 privileges were sometimes 
obtained. 

The harsh ana cruel treatment which was accorded prisoners 
lias been explained as due to several things. As was presented by 
one prisoner, the language difficulties probably contributed more 
than anything else to the kina of treatment received. The prisoners 
and Japanese soldiers simply could not understand each other and 
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if response to an order was not quick enough, slips nd some 
beatings ensued* The form of discipline that was exercised on 
the Japanese soldiers and civilian population by the authorities, 
and the punishment for any breach, was not much different than that 
accorded the prisoners* The contempt which the American prisoners 
held for the Japanese was particularly difficult for the J panes© 
to understand, regardless of the beetings and other deprivations 
attempted to break the spirit of the prisoners* 

Hunger, due to the very restricted diet was always the dally 
experience of most prisoners, yet few mouth lesions occurred 
which coula be attributed to certain vitamin or other deficiencies* 
One prisoner particularly noted that in malaria cases the absence 
of vitamin C seemed to aggravate the condition and in some cases 
vitamin C was necessary in the recovery of the disease. Seedless 
to say vitamins ana other drugs simply were not available for 
treatment. 

The sanitation problem was that of the prisoners^ and medical 
officers assumed full charge in maintaining some degree of san¬ 
itation* In some cases the dental offleer 1 s aid was enlisted in 
enforcing observance of orders issued for such measures which 
would ensure the health of the prisoners to as great an extent as 
possible* 

as the American offensive made the hopelessness of the 
Japanese situation more and more apparent, the desperation of 
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the Japanese became more acute* The results, already known, 

whereby all the war prisoners in one c mp were killed (including 

one dental officer), and the brutal treatment accorded others in 

the attempt to wove the* to the Japanese homeland from the Phil— 

ippines, testify to the desperation* It was again at this period, 

when the Japanese situation in the Philippines became untenable, 

that most war prisoners faced their most harrowing experiences# 

Trapped in holds of ships, bcing - b ombed and torpedoed by our own 

uj) tr 

forces, shorn of .11 clothing, expos**** 4 a frigid weather, deprived 
of food and water, fired upon by the Japs when attempting to swim 
ashore from sunken ships, all of these caused the death of & great 
many and represented a climax to a period of long suffering by all* 


CQMBfT llfilJ.MCkS 

The following are war experiences as related by different 
officers (165)* These were chosen because they generally relate 
the situation characteristic of most activities in the categories 
cited* 

Pearl iarbor* T*K *~ 

"On 7 December 1941 the Dental Clinic, Navy Yard, Pearl 
Harbor, H*, had a complement of ten dental officers* Five 
were engaged in operative, one oral surgery, and four in pros¬ 
thetics* 


"Lt* Commander &* P* Irons, on duty here at that time has 
given the following information, as all files are missing* Lt# 
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CoBwander Irons and all officers on duty were living in Honolulu* 
On]y t telephone watch was stood. He was notified by an Army 
officer^ friend of the Japanese attack. Doctor Irons had his 
wife notify all dental officers to report immediately to the 
lard Clinic, 

®Tbey arrived around 0900 end assisted in the care of the 
wounded, as they arrived at the Dispensary, The dental tephnieiun* 
were sent out on rescue teams to various ships and areas in the 
hurbor, and performed outstanding service. All personnel remained 
at the Dispensary constantly for the next two weeks and were able 
to continue the practice of dentistry on the second day following 
the attack. To relieve the Medical Officers of some watches, the 
Dental Department took over the watches from 2000 to 0600 on 8 
December 1941# and continued for two weeks. No dental officer 
performed any outstanding service above his fellow officers and 
by the same token no dental officer shirked his duty. They all 
calmed down and performed smoothly under very trying circumstances. 

"Dental officers from ships that were sunk/^reporte^ and the 
complement was increased to twelve or fourteen where it remained 
for many months. Some officers that reported were further ordered 
to ships leaving port, marine detachments, and outlying islands, 
with portable equipment. With this number of officers a seven day 
work week was started which permitted them to have every fourth 
day off. There were fourteen dent! corpsmen on duty, seven of 
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which were engaged in prosthetic# 


■Iauiiediately following 7 December, the demand for dent&l 
prosthetic# increased* Some twerhundred dentures having been 
lost by officers and men during the attack. Some of these were 
lost in the ships that were sunk, a large majority were lost in 
the oil covered water when the wearers became sick. The pros¬ 
thetic department was able to replace these dentures for these 
patients within three months. 

"The complement was raised to twenty officers in 1941* In 
August, 1943^it was requested that the complement be raised to 
thirty dental officers. In April, 1944 another raise in comple- 

this time to thirty-seven dental officersi 



■fr rtfc J'wa.s approved in lay. fehen the change of complement was 
requested, it was also requested that & building with twenty** 
eight dental operative rooms be furnished. This being approved, 
an old office building was converted to this use. The descrip¬ 
tion of which is as follows* 

"The Dental Clinic originally constructed as & contractor*s 
office building, located on the corner of 3th and E Avenues, was 
converted to its present purpose and occupied in July, 1944* It 
comprises approximately 11,000 feet of floor space, is two stories 
in height ,nu of frame construction. It consists of i 28 oper¬ 
ating rooms, 1 prosthetic laboratory, two waiting rooms, three 
locker rooms and heads, one store room, one issue room, one appoint-* 


- 77 - 


a&nfc room (office), one administrative office, one duty off¬ 
icers room, one duty corpsmena room, one line room, and one 
gear locker. It is inadequate for the demands placed on it, in 
that, space required for operative dentistry does not permit an 
office to be used for certain treatments, such as oral prophylaxis, 
periodontia, and stomatitis. It would also have been desirable 
to hove a surgery recovery room, as all extensive cases were hos¬ 
pitalized. It was found necessary to start a class of indoetrina- 
tion for the officers and men due to the many changes that take 
place from time to time, in reports, lards and District orders, 
as well as those from the different Bureaus. 

"The mission of the station is to build and maintain units 
of the fleet. The mission of this activity is to care for pers¬ 
onnel of shi-s and shore establishments under its cognizance* 

"The demand for dental service from the fleet and activities 
on the Islands were becoming greater as the war moved into the 
Pacific. It was then recommended to the Dentil Division by the 
District Dental Officer that a double shift be started. This 
request was gr&ntea and additional officers were ordered. Then 
it was requested the complement be changed to seventy-two dental 
officers working seven days a week with one day off. This would 
enable a double shift, one shift working from 0730 until 1430 
with one hour for lunch. The other from 1430 until 2100 with an 
hour for dinner. 
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"The demand for dental service continued increasing greatly* 
In October, 1944 & request was made for an additional building 
with twenty-five dent 1 operating rooms which was disapproved." 
U.8.S. BOISE 1 CRUISER) i 

"On 7 December, I was attached to USS BOISE, which was in 
the Philippines area. From then until July, 1944 our duties con¬ 
sisted largely of escort and convoy. During July we made an 
unescorted run to a point 650 miles off ^okyo, as a diversionary 
prelude to the Solomons campaign. Two planes and their crews were 
lost. On our return to Pearl Harbor the BOISE was sent to the 
Solomon area. We arrived the latter part of august, and parti¬ 
cipated in that campaign. Our job was scouting and patrol duty, 
and we also took up to Guadalcanal the first group of reinforce¬ 
ments on 17 September.’ After several unsuccessful attempts the 
BOISE finally made contact with the Jap task force known as the 
"Tokyo Midnight Express". The resulting battle on 11-12 October 
w&s known later as the Battle of Cape Esperance. It Is thought 

that six (6) Jap ships were sunk. The BOISE took pbout 15 major 

/ 

hits. My battle station in the lardroom was rendered untenable 
by one of these hits as was the sick bay area, after assisting 
in evacuating patients from the latter, I gave first aid to 
casualties in the only remaining dressing station aft until late 
the next morning, and then worked with the medical officers in 
treating casualties until about 1500 that afternoon. 107 were 
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killed outright. The dental office was behind, four «nd a half 
feet of water and oil* Because of tide the dental records could 
not be obtained to help in identifying the dead, after the 
wounded were cared for ay duties consisted of helping to recover 
bodies froa flooded parts of the ship and assisting in their sub¬ 
sequent burial ashore." 

U.d.S. AHTBUPhlSE (CaLM£R) s 

"X received dispatch orders on 1 April 1942, to report 
for duty aboard the H&MV81fl% >44 left Pearl Harbor the day 
I reported / for a rendevoue with the QSS HORNET which was carrying 
~r»y Boa bars. I spent the day of launching for the Tokyo raid at 
General Quarters in the operating room, reading "The Volcanic Isles". 
It wa*4n interesting book on life in Japan and it helped keep ay 
mind off the momentary threat of land based enemy bombers. The 
withdrawal was without incident which made the next few raids 
seem less hazardous. 

"After a hurried trip to the ISew Hebrides to deliver a 
small Marine Figher group to ffate we went back to enter the battle 

of Midway. Our air group suffered heavily but the ship received 

♦ 

no damage in this action. In August the ENTERPBIS® was hit and 
near-missed several times while in support of the Guadalcanal Oper¬ 
ation. Bombs exploded below decks both forward and aft of the sick 
bay. Debris na smoke filled the sick bay area making the location 
of the hit difficult. I felt my way over the deck to find a way to 



a smoke-free compartment to evacuate the injured* X found that 
the gas magic as.de breathing more tolerable, even though it furn¬ 
ishes no oxygen, and used a bulkhead lantern to return to the sick 
bay, , fter a search in i ll comers and under bunks I finally loca¬ 
ted the patients and injured crowded in the little six by six lab¬ 
oratory with the door held shut in an attempt to keep out the 
sao&e in spite of the fact that there was a raging fire on the 
other side of the bulkhead. We led the men out to a wafer place 
and after th t action the Senior Medic 1 Officer established all 
battle dressing stations on the hangar deck or above* It was 
found to be easier to go to a damaged area than to feel one* a way 
fro® below deck to & damage-free area and then return for the 
evacuation of injured. We had & large number of dead and injured 
to be oared for but previously organised Battle Bills functioned 
adequately. Our next damage occurred in the action in which the 

HORNET was lost off Santa Crus in October,- 194d, and again a 

/ \ 

large number/killed and injured. The Dental personnel again 

performed first aid duties with the Medical Department* Damage 
from this bombing was quite extensive but the ship could not be 
spared from the action area so the ships* force and Construction 
Battalion men from New Caledonia set to work, Reports were re¬ 
ceived that the "Tokyo Express” was moving down again so the 
ENTEhih-ISE went out to intercept, taking the Sea Bees along to 
continue emergency repairs which included getting number one 


elevator back in commission. No contact was made and other 
actions in the succeeding few months were carried out without 
damage to the ship*" 

U,S,S« MOUNT iDQD i (EXPLOSION) t C *■**»"* 

“It 8 i 47 on the morning of 10 November 1944, while lying 
at anchor in Seedier Harbor, Manus Island, in the Admiralties, 


the fourteen thousand ton ammunition ship MOUNT HOOP exploded, 
Manus Island is 6 ,149 miles southwest of San Francisco via Hono¬ 
lulu inti the Marshall Islands, anti only 254 miles off the north¬ 
east shore of New Guinea. It is estimated that in addition to 
her own complement of 343 crew and officers aboard at the time 
(five enlisted men and one officer were ashore)^ approximately 
150 more died as a result of the explosion. Five hundred yards 
off the MOUNT BOOD’s starboard bow lay the USS MINDANAO URG-3), 
Her sister ship the USS CEBU (AB.G-6) rode at anchor three hundred 
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yards further on ~nd in a direct line with the MDU8' 
number of smaller ships lay alongside the USS CEBU in the process 
of being repaired. Less than two hundred yards away on the CEBU’s 
starboard sten lay the flagship USS ARGONNE, All of these ships 
Suffered loss of material and men, particularly the MINDANAO, 
“Words cannot describe adequately the awfulness of this 


etastrophe. The noise was inconceivable. In some instances 
ear drums were split wide open. If one can imagine placing one’s 
head in a metal chamber and permitting sledge hammers to strike all 



aides simultaneously, then one can gleen some idea of this 
appalling experience* The air -ill about was literally saturated 
with exploding bombs* One of the numerous eight inch shells to 
hit our decks landed almost directly over the dental clinic. It 
left a two foot square hole. It was & aud* Men who have parti¬ 
cipated in at least three different invasions and who witnessed 
the MOUNT K3QT explosion, say that for sheer frightfulness, the 
two experiences are not comparable* 

•At the time of the explosion I was sitting at my desk in the 
dental clinic* This is situated far forward on the starboard 
quarter below the mein deck* My Oorpsman r tt e ogg e - Altarftfeiy PhM 
was preparing the tray for surgery* At the souna of the first 
explosion no one moved. We were too stunned. Somehow one got the 

feeling that the bulkheads were caving in. The room, which I 

^ . 

believed thoroughly clean and ready for inspection, filled with a 
cloud of dust. 

•At a time like this thoughts cease to follow a normal chron¬ 
ological sequence* I thought we had been rammed by another ship. 



or 

a cr cic in the hull ner the air compression remained a curt re¬ 
minder of a like accident, although not serious, of the week be¬ 
fore. A lapse of only a few seconds and the second explosion was 
heard, every bit as demoralising as the first* The ship beg^n to 
rock violently! a tidal wave over thirty feet high c&ueed by the 
first explosion had hum hit our port side* The officer in charge 
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of one of our forty foot motor launches, ^npigfr --gttggmr h*tnkla». 



his head blown off while holding the tiller* 

“after the second explosion I thought the ammunition m&g&sine 
directly below the next compartment forward (sick bay) h-.d exploded* 
The explosion was so intensely loud I was certain that it wag 
somewhere within the ship* I dashed out into the main passageway; 
it was jammed with starry-eyed men. Then case the third and fourth 
reports in rapid succession* Would they ever cease* Someone 
yelled "air raid"* I h d expected at any second to hear the 
general quarters sounded. I started for my battle dressing station 
below deck just forward of the fan tail* 

“I reached the ladder leading up from the crew’s forward 
berthing. I could go no farther. The passageways were too packed 
with humanity. X dashed up the ladder and started running over 
the top side. *s I ran I noticed big holes in the deck where eight 
inch shells had struck. 1 noticed numerous pieces of shrapnel 

lying about and large oxygen tanks knocked askew. I saw J *»we g -—— 

Su-aJUfcls* S l/a t a boy v*ho h d sung in our orchestra, lying near 
the ladder leading to the sick bay. He Imd been deca.pitatwd. The 

JUs 'C_ 

thought flashed through my mind that j &g- S ww would never sing 
.gain. My roowwatfe^ Lt* John Tuyl’gr , UflMft-ilthin two feet of 
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hen he was killed. had I gone the length of the ship 


t - the 


scene would have been the same* 


"I reached the quarter deck* Not until then did I know 
what hud happened. I looked . cross the bey, the MOUNT HOOD had 
disappeared beneath the surface — 14,000 tons of steel had sunk 
in less than six seconds. 

“The medical supplies from the aid-battle dressing station 
locker were broken out. I set up a first aid station near the 
gangway on the quarter deck, a fire and rescue gear chest for a 
table, electric 1 shore outlet boxes for medicine and bandage tr^y*. 
Patients began coming in over the side in a steady stream, some 
on stretchers, some ambulatory, some living and some dead. Boat# 
from other ships come alongside, discharged their hu®*n cargo on 
our landing barge at the foot of the gangway. 

’•The most critical cases were sent forward to the sick bay 
where our ship* s surgeon,. Lieutenant William Johnson, MC, 08M3L, t ^ 
was already busily operating. The least injured were treated at 
the first aid station. Jerome Kubing, PbM L/c. and two pharmacist fr 
mu.tes from ships alongside were designated as my assistants* It 
seemed no time before word was passed that the sick bay, the 
treatment room ^nd the media l passageways were filled to over- 
flowing* Patients were then laid out on the deck in the Chief 
Petty Officer*s Mess. Ihftoo, became filled. Finally no more 


patients could be accommodated below 
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"The first major injury treated at our first aid station 
was a fractured femur, right leg. After slitting the trouser 
legs with a huge pair of awning scissors, the clothes were ripped 
off. A large purplish swelling was in evidence high up near the 
thigh* hj gently palpating the area the lower bone fragment could 
be felt. The epidermal tissue was not punctured. The conventional 
wide taped loop was hung below the sole of the foot and secured 
in place by tape wound around the ankle. The leg was slipped 
through Aelly-B ,ke splint and made secure, Gause bandage mater¬ 
ial was passed through the loop and tied to the foot end of the 
splint. Two tongue depressors were passed between the strands of 
the gause and twisted, stretching the leg and bringing the bone 
fragments into position. An on the forehead indicated that 
morphine had been administered. The patient was removed from 
the improvised operating table and placed on the deck. 

"The next patient had a long scalp wound. His face looked 
chalky, his mouth twitched a little ( and his eyes became glassy. I 

looked up and saw he too, h:,.d seen the man die, 

I requested that the body be removed to the fan tail where an armed 

guard stood watch over the dead. For the first time in ay life I 
felt the presence of a superior being. 

"Many of the victims were so caked with dried oil they were 
hardy recognizable as human beings. So me had been blown off the 
decks of their ships, later to be lifted into life boats from a 




flea of oil. At one time I had two patients lying on the deck with 
tourniquet8 about their legs* Coinciuent ily, each had severed 
arteries, caused by deep cuts over the right ankle. One man had 
an ear missing, another a leg severed at the shoe top. Only a 
thin piece of flesh held it to the body* The strand was cut *nd 
the foot and. shoe tossed aside. Facial ana head injuries were 
numerous. All were cleaned, merthiol&ted, sprinkled with sulfa di¬ 
amine powder .nd bandaged where indicated. Some of the patients 
were literally clothed in bandages* 

w Th& sun blazed down so relentlessly patients, after given 
tre i t&ent, were transferred to the deck of the ward room* Soon 
this room held so many injured one could scarcely step between 
them. 

"An excited pharmacist mate from one of the smaller ships 
tiea alongside, came aboard* U. requested that a doctor be sent 
to his ship at once. A man was dying} he was told to stretcher 
his patient ana cring him aboard* He left hurriedly. A moment 
later he returned, A doctor was no longer needed. 

"That night the movies went on as usual. I noticed that 
no one laughed at funny remarks, or did they whistle when a 
pretty girl came on the screen. Too many of their buddies had 
been sent .shore bound in canvas, later to be placed in plain 
wooden boxes and buried. 

"Funeral services for ill denominations were held on Sunday, 

November Ik, at 1000 on Manus Island, The CEBU Chaplain, Cas&oider_ 

Imanytrtm^ officiated, assisted by a priest, & rabbi and a protes- 
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tant minister* Row upon row of small white crosses stuck into 
freshly dug graves met the eye as we walked froa our boat to the 
ceaetlry. Soon many more graves would be dug to accommodate the 
more critical cases that were sure to pass on. When the prayers 
were said, a squad of sailors wearing dress whites fired three 
volleys of shots. Then a moment*s pause, a bugler standing high 
on a nearby hill sounded taps. This concluded the ceremony. It 
had been bre.it ht&kingly solemn. It had been heartrending* It h d 
impressed one with the futility of it all* 

"Two months have gone by since the MOUNT HOOD explosion, 
and two impressions remain indelibly imprinted on my mind. The 
first is the heroic manner in which the injured suffered their 
misfortunes* I heard not a single complaint from any of them. 

The second was the sight of our sister ship the USS MINDANAO, 

Only that morning 1 had paused a momeqf fla my my la the dental 
clinic to admire her<outliny her freshly pointed grey and white 
hull^ her blue awnings, fore and aft, protecting the crew from a 
relentless tropic.l sun and those over the boat decks for the 
comfort of her officers. She looked like a cruise ship* The 
next time I saw her the paint and all of the awnings were gone* 

The big boom was shot away and most of her super-structure was 
budly damaged* Her port side was riddled with shells, leaving 
large openings in her hull* One bulkhead of the Captain*s cabin 
was blown out, as were bulkheads in the port officers* cabins. 


H&r top side was not unlike a sieve. She was a dirty blackened 




hulk, but she still managed to remain afloat* 

"L . st Sunday, January 6, 1945# Vi i 11 nn> v i” * ' r * y } 5nd I 

were luncheon guests of the MINDANAO 1 s skipper^ Ceptain By; 

Wl were t k> n on . tour of the ship. Except for & few dents 
here and there, too small to be hardly noticeable, and a hole in 
the skipper*s cabin, which had been caused by the penetration of 
a desk lamp, (the lamp had missed his head by inches) one would 
never know what a terrible ordeal the MINDANAO had gone through* 


around this lone remaining hole in his cabin. Captain Evans hud 
painted a wide circle# Above this circle, in big black letters, 
are printed the words, "MISSED" MOUNT IDOD Explosion, 10 Nov¬ 
ember 1944." 

U.o.S. VINCENNES (CVaiSEK )t 

"During the early morning hours of 9 August 1942 surface 
ships of the Japanese Navy successfully attacked and sank my 
ship and other nearby cruisers. This action was later designated 
as the Battle of Savo Island. 

"During the battle the sick bay was destroyed by shell fire 
and the Senior Medical Officer, Commander J. D. Blackwood, Jr., 
(MC), DSN, and all the corpsmen except one were killed. It seems 
of interest to note that the men on the operating table receiving 
trec^taent at that time, escaped fro® the compartment and survived. 





"Casualties of various types came to my dressing station 
for medical treatment. Many were burned, one was without an 
arm, one crawled in with a leg dangling and with his face and 
arms burned, others had fragment wounds* 

■While administering first aid which consisted mostly of 
applying battle dressings, stopping hemorrhage, and relieving 
pain, our compartment received direct hits from enemy shells* 

One of the corpsaen received & fractured leg* Later, as the 
ship listed, the compartment began filling with water* I sent a 
metalsmitk who had reported to us with minor burns to find an 
escape hatch while the one remaining corpsaan and I moved the 
medical supplies and the patients away from the inpouring water* 
■A usable escape hatch was found in the compartment for¬ 
ward and through it we hoisted all the patients that were in a 
state of consciousness* Upon my arrival at the topside I found 
that the ship had been abandoned* I walked across the starboard 
side of the ship which was now facing skyward, slid down into the 
water and upon looking hick before a minute had passed, I could 
see the ship*s stern pointed sharply into the air and then it 
disappeared quickly beneath the surf ce of the water* 

"Later, after finding a raft, many wounded were lifted 
aboard ana given first aid* Before abandoning ship, 1 had pock¬ 
eted morphine su rettea and burn jelly, both of which were used 
to treat the wounaed sboard the raft* 
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"Soon after daybreak we were rescued by the destroyer 
MAYFORD, The wardroom was converted into an emergency oper¬ 
ating room where the seriously wounded were treated* The wea¬ 
ther aeck of the ship was covered with both dying men and those 
not so seriously wounded* All members of the Medical Deport¬ 
ment who were not seriously injured gave treatment to men as they 
were brought aboard. 

"In the afternoon of August 9, all survivors were trans¬ 
ferred to a transport that proceeded romptly to i^oume^, Mew 
Caledonia. The first two days and nights were spent in removing 
fragments and debris and dressing wounua* 

"X returnea to San Francisco vis Samoa and Hawaii six weeks 
after the battle of Savo Island and received orders to report to 
the Superintendent, U. S, Mavsl academy, Ann: polls, Maryland, for 
duty*" 

a, a. s,. -SQUCE -tea skip . 

"Tills report will deal very briefly and essentially with 
battle casualties, particularly with m&xillo-faci&l cases, and a 
few statistics will be presented for study* However, it should 
be clearly remembered that these figures represent an unfair min¬ 
imal. In other *ords, there were considerably more maxillo¬ 
facial injuries embarked on this vessel than the figures would 
seem to indicate..•and^-i5ere is the reason for the discrepency* 
Frequently, casualties were brought aboard with a diagnosis of 
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’dulttyl* • oueus*, *nd for exfceplee* #*it# y thoracic Injuries 
% 

no lr.tr.i-cr|\nKl wounds would csrt&laly tafce precedence over 
BMkxiilt©-f',ci .1 injury* Critic-. 1 c .see *iw ••'!v*n » sin: ua or 
no maxilxo-lrci .-1 treat eat * t *11, no oftentimes the critical 
M tended over i eyond the duration of tbs evacuation 
trip* So in s. ny of these c<e*a the dent*! officer dicta*t even 
see u.t p liosd uinot th# ffiaxillo-f ci X injury .y fc. ve been u 
secondary or tertitry reason for admission* And, therefore, k oy 
euxillo-f -ci .-1 c;se£ wars admitted under "Multiple founds (Critical)% 
and not included in the et- tisties offered herein* These 

figures involve only those coses In which tre tfi.ent see instituted 

in th* aoucx. t\ .V" 

ltiee 


and 


Operational fheatre 


«Aiiftt.faU 

Maxilla or 

Teresa.. 



3 

XwajaXein... 



1 

£nl *re tok • ......... 



3 

Sal p/ n (-.oper fell o ns ) *. , 



4 

Su *s (2^ pe r .• * t i ons)«• < 



4 

I*o Jls* { 3 trips}..* 



10 

Oxinavu ( 7 trips).*. 



JL 


Totals 

103 

34 


*A total of a oi alette of ly7 fr etures within the dot via 
of enxiilo-ffcei*-l surgedPftis not * hi^idy iepreasive figure* I 














kno* - personal experience ttat the U, 3. 9& v*l Hospital in 

✓ 

5a n was admitting an averege of about 1$ j »w fracture* par 

•or lag aoet of tho w»r* Ttat *dd# up to s*ore fractures 
soon in year than tho SOimCI saw throughout the entire war* But 
the type of casualty aeon at the '^iaianu ho&pit 1 differ* greatly 
from the fresh tattle round* seen in a. hasp!!:-1 ship, and the 
problems in the letter instance -re considerably wore complies. ted* 
a careful revie* of the photograph* presented with tide report 
will reveal the ex tame type of tattle c-usuelty ttat the dental 
officer of this war tad to aum&ge in the forward arses# 

*lt is interest;rig to observe ttat festal bular fracture* **re 
three fci^e* nore co <on than j&sslliary fractures* Often, patients 
*tsre embarked ttat presented frightening lacerations of the face, 
with occasional exposures into tie entrun of highsore v and occasional 
pd^'otld fistulas, and yet the s***xillw somehow avoided serious 
fracture (froture by which the u.per j&* la completely separated 
from the rest of the skull). Simple fracture* of the alveolar 
process usually presented no problem other ttan the decision as to 

*> i 

either extract or not to extract the teeth involved in the fr&oture# 
The most difficult fractures to tasdle were acMw touted fractures 
of both jaws# fortuftetely f these were relatively uncommon* Che&o* 
ther&py »** routinely employed in the »axiilo»fa©ial e«rd# **n 
attempt was mads -t maintaining the blood level of penicillin and 
sulfadimine, using 50,000 units of penicillin 1 r tru ~nu * cul«rly 
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every thr&ft hour# throughout, the critical period soppl* anted 
with intra-or^i aulfadd* sine, 30 creme every six hour#* 1 


rnpy S. 2.. orbut X 

can state clinical observation*, &«d it is *.y present belief 
th&t penicillin mO eulfonyl therapy are in & large ir. assure 
directly responsible for the drastic reduction of post-injury 
infections* Slbsre *e expected infection, somehow we didn 1 t get 
it* Oftentimes, it w&s neoessa ry to work with only the meagerest 
pretense at asepsis, uia even here »e #&# very little serious 
iru fiction* Certainly the benefits .>f cr*;.-jo therapy c-.rmot be ;<1 ni¬ 
si »ed« 

"The statistic# substantiate the expertcnees of the HGhlCE 
in pointing out the fact that than Iso> Jim c yalfp fens perhaps 
the bjoouleet* Thirty-cigfey fractured jaw# were evacuated in 
tfcrt# trios* The sailing tine from I wo Jisa; to the nearest bse 


hospital# at Gu.*m was about 43 hours* da the evacuation '.rip# 
from Zoo Ji«Ba those 43 hours meant just thui jr.ueh constant, an- 

' interrupted work* The buse hospitals on Gy-.m were wonderful * nd 

/ •' - . ' - ■; ; _ . ■ 

!&, ghly efficient organisations .knd it »ns ei tfc u feeling of 

) 

/security for our patient# that #e unloaded there* 

’’The Okinawa campaign run & close second to lmo Ji*^* 

Here more burn causes were seen than &t -any other time since fe- ri 
Harbor* tlso f more sailors uere casualties in the Byukyu# *>rea 
th&n any oth-.r action in »hlch the dGLaCl h<d participated* The 


lUiftlkus* att-cic* on Fleet Unit© »«re f of course, m oasibie for 
this* The selling tie© fro» Okln&«& to Ou&n was 4 to *» d&ys* He 
• precistod that tine to observe the effectiveness of our treat* 
cant* 

“-hen this vessel functioned %* ‘a Fleet Station tospit.1, 

(such ~s et & nus and 0*11 thi) the dent 1 service along with BEST) 

m.» certainly the neat ov&r-eorked department aboard* One of the 

ost frequent tf.e&a&geo received on the sign 1 bridge a request 

for ’'so ■. ^ny dental s» polnteent*" for "suof^anci~euob H ship. It 

bee&e* quite obvious Uut here wse excellent indication for 

tie expansion of operative and prosthetic -.otivitios* 'lore of 

this type of dentistry &ight have been concentrated it Fleet 

\ 

Anchorages, nd at no tine in this &re& were there enough dental 
officers to Eaeet the crying dssancl* (This report la not ee&nt &s 
end administrative cri tioisn, but is simply - rtqsort of generalised 
observation*!, some of it ferreted out of records, case histories, 

vsurdroca chatter «m personal exposure)* 

"Th** is&adllo^fseial surgeon is particularly useful to a 

hospital ship curing the e»b rkation of fresh casualties and the 
subsequent evacuation trip to time nearest b-se hospital* Kis ' 
chief advantage lie# in the institution of early trewteeatp « ; nd ...^.. 
eany treat eat of fresh fecial injuries is etf^Srtioal&rly Important 
frai. the esthetic angle* I do fe*l th, t the. smxiilo~f&ci&l surgeon 

but I Also feel that perhaps the 


is needed on to a pit 1 ships 


y 
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t 

greatest indication for a a&xiilo-feoiel surgeon 11*3 «t is,use 
hospitals established nearest to the action theaters,♦•such m 
th* tea* hoapit. Is at 5u«*m« Here & mor* perai&neiji for® of treeW 
; ^ut planning o&a be intituled, *na upon the®* activities depends 
the success o£ the o**se* The definitive work ©&n easily be carried 
out et u stateside hospital but it i® so important to fully 
organise the e*riy treatment planning in mMEUie-dTeai&l extern, 

"If I were personally seeking & maximum of mi xilio-feeitX 
experience end !md ay choice of aeslgnsiente, I mould first of * 41 
choose a bsse hospital accepting fresh bntile ossueltleg (tbo 
fresher the setter) j secondly, I’d want s hospital thdp that 
evacuated eusu/ilUea fros the teach *,» directly &* possible (as 
I*ST or LCX) « Ci suoltles that are * vacua tad recond~tend (as 
vl* traiispori) may te from several days to many days old* Thirdly, 
I’d select duty *t * large mainland hospital that handled the 
definitive nor* of «&xllio*»f*ei&l cases* That roughly, represents 
-y present concepts -of the seeds of & *auxillo~fuele 1 service in 
the 8evy« 

“by far the most distressing tr&umetiling agent experienced 
by our troops in the Pacific was the high explosive fragmentation 
shell* rhe wound® suffer*! by this weapon were extensive, gaping, 
nd with consider fcle loss of tissue* Over 60# of cur patients 
•*er& victims of one form or another of high explosive frecMOtetion 
shells* The ene&y*® use of the sortar shell »*g perhaps wore 
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efficient nd ore effective than &ay other weapon he possessed* 
Other types of traumatising agents considered *>*re< (1) duilets 
which comprised lens tt;.n 30j£ of the «uuna», (,.} Operational 
trains* which .©counted for almost y% of our ot.au^iU*#, tmd (3) 
'if.ceiluseous treune (eneay inspired) each &s “booby traps'*, etc*, 
which recounted for about 1 Jj6 of our c.- sualtics* It is interesting 
to note that our own incidence of operation*! tvowfca wen higher 
thtn ene^ywinapired dUccli&neous trauma* 

"I was iaprea; ed with the aany tracheotomies performed right 
on the bnr.cb-’he&U in the instance of nasiliCH-f uclal injury. The 
simple ami uneventful Manner in which these patients recovered 
froa tracheotomy sold je on it# benefit# of this operation* In 
&11 cjusos that hi a. tracheotomy, the patient »&# condor table and 
resting well in spite of gross* swelling .rd d aaage to facial tie cnee* 
*Another and m re dramatic first aid surgical procedure 
frequently instituted by the bat tail I yii.il t>l in the front Hues 

for the express purpose of checking severe hemorrhage due to 
facial injury s&t the ligation of the oo ion c-.ro tid artery ind the 


internal jugular vein. I thought the ligation of the external 
carotid artery sight h ve solved the problem in the cases brought 


to ay attt Honshu t I didn* t fully realise the difficulty of 
sec tin*, am identifying andtomlo* i structures in a bleeding patient 
with both the doctor and the patient under enemy gunfire* It is 
considerably a re expedient .to looate and ligate the co .non carotid 
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artery ti n it la to dig for the external carotid br nch* and 
*ft*r ail, the operation is considered as & heroic Isst-niaute, 
life-saving gesture anyway. In two of these cases I see the 
clearly defined symptoms of horner's ocular syndrome# and through¬ 
out asy entire period of observ | *be ocul r symptom* did not 
seen to improve &ay. however, the patients were very much .alive 
.-.na m fer- j m *rgoiu*. \ j.1 > £>-i ciai tr? .. t,. ent # 

* In the large majority of comiaiited fractured Jaws th^t 
were eaberked on it* SOLACE it ««« the gener&X policy to establish 
adequate drainage a© soon as possible* For this purpose & rubber 
through and through Penrose drain usually the method of choice. 
Where any facial bone *&s exposed the tissues were not sutured 
MithUjf "Uhovit « ■■f.r.i'.te,-, <ir4n . 

’’It is particularly desirable to faavu all dental cares con- 

centre ted in one ward, the aaxillo-f^elal w. rd. The psychological 

}{■ 

benefits ..done are worthy of setting up such u werd* These p&tdent* 
prefer to remain together* They wear ths •*«* or sislier type of 
Appliances* bandages &nd subnit to si rail, r type of treatment end 
-sediotioiu A nurse or si senior e r sees is .Isays on watch to 
Supervise abdication, diet* »nd in other ways follow out the 
nsjclllo^f&si-id surgeon* s orders. 

“The dent'd activity m& established .board the SOLACE in 
early 1941 and by M te vy Day* Octob* r 17, 1941, she had jolnea the 
Fleet at Pet.rl terbor* First only one dental officer e&s Assigned 



to the ship 'out shortly thereafter & pro*tbodoatilt was idded to 

i 

the staff. Two cent. 1 officers te.nolea the losd until the vicious 
l*o Ji?&: and Okinawa eenpuignsi then * m&xlllQ-facial surgeon **e 
eduea in *bat turned out to be a beautlfully timed ^ssignsieat of 
personnel* These two actions* required the service of c. m^xlllo* 
fuoiul awn nore than i ny other motions experienced by the &j'L.h CE* 
The •hip'© complement was roughly in the vicinity of 400 sen, but 
the uver-..ge number of personnel dependent upon this activity for 
treatment varied with the ship’s assignment, th en serving as 4 
Fleet station hospital *s nuny eg 100 patient* were ire. ted on 
aone d tya. On evacuation tripe from the action beachheads, the 
voyage to the beachhead was spent in organising the personnel and 
Materiel set- | handle a . if severely wounded 

casualties! the return voyage, whether St b* the 4 or 5 days 
running from Okinawa to duua, or the 48 hours from I wo JiBk. to 
Guam, always provided more work than could be easily handled by 
the entire personnel# 

"There were, dent 1 problems other ih; n strictly lammillo- 


f*ol~l that were net ana solved on these evacuation, trips. 

Frequently, c&ue&liie* admitted under diagnose* other than dental 

required dental treatment, thst is. these cases hud fractured 

teeth that needed either extraction or protection, lacereted oral 

tissues, broken prosthetic appliances, etc. Every effort 

node to please the fcttnl | >s e an* UHl In Me *sf**t^ 












f 


».«»** 


, • a J effort® *W» fTC I.dft With Ml elastic 

Interpret* tion of regulation# for the welfare of the wounded 
veteran* It was not unco .bob to observe a p.--;tiant tfcnt was more 
concerned over the loss of the incisal angle of &n upper central 
incisor th.-.n he #*,# over a compounded fracture of hi* tibi.* 
Whenever time permitted, this type of esthetic, prosthetic den- 
tistry rit attempted** 


U*h*h* C-SC.-Dr: (DttTftXY r 'JV^rlJ I 

"Stove* bar 4, 194* » X w&* ordered to the USb CASCADE for 
outfitting and to be aboard when cosifcsion*d. 

"The ora# we# stationed at Treasure Island, so permission , 
«D4# obtained to use one operative unit ut the bi#|>ens-.-.ry for 
examination ana treatment of those personnel .eelting the com¬ 
pletion of the ship* 

"Aboard the CAjCUPM, sipU space of 24 1 x 14 1 roe 

ports #4# provided on the portsid* amide hip, m&in aso*. The 
.so *** equipped with Voo I 5 tier Units, Mi ch. irs, Weber. 
X-jr.-y, air compressor, Castle lights, two desk# ,na . Urge steel 
cabinet* 4# extra steel locker »%* obi in*d so that all dental 
material «u# stored and secured in the dent-1 quarters* 
n ?h<* ship was commissioned on 1.. March 1943# no the 
dental Division *&s in full operation t this time eitb two dental 
officers assigned* After sons <Iterations to the ship at fc-.re 
Island havy I rd, and :. #h>*ke-down cruise «e proceeded to Pecrl 
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Hxrbor* arriving there 19 June 1943* 

"Thfe treBeadou* tsoimt of d&nt-l tro^toaat needed by 
aestroyer personnel was irsediatoly eppuront* The crows of 
thokfc destroyers cosing alongside* those in the Hi vy turd and 
personnel of shore be sea Coa&esPsc wsro cured for* /. third 
dental officer ad & third operating unit »er* authorised in 
august, 1943* 

''Tht? ship left Pearl h*roor in Sowetebtr, 1943^and pro* 
needed to Funafuti in the Silica Islands* Here the need of 
dfcnt. i tre Uent for personnel of destroyers* tsruers* ii*s, u3T*s, 
and shore Used ^eKoos was tremendous* The luck of ssail bo&t© 
for transportation fro* those ship® without dent 1 offloors to 
the three or four arith dental facilities prevented or delayed the 
treufcjaegt of personnel t aly In neeo of dunt-l o«r%. 


w The ship refined in Funafuti until February* 1944 and then 
proceeded to Xwajulein, M> rshall Islands* The sate situation us 


to danta tre... tnfent prevailed hare* this Uaa dent-1 supplies 
*sre running short* due to delay In reoeiviog supplies rcgalsi 

^oaad on 1 October 1943, 1 J mif ry 1944, and 1 April 1944. We 




left Kvejaleln on day kOth for lljuro, renained tan days and than 
returned to Kwiij&lein. hi Is there, five, or six J d>*aese civiii n 

r leaner* ware brought aboard for dent 1 treatment (Burgle.- 1)* It 
sm* .jparent tb t they had received no dent 1 e&re whs tower. Ewan 
the son11 children had no daoiduouh teeth which were not carious. 


"I m* detached fro® the CASCADE 11 June 1944 -and re¬ 
ported to the U®ltC(U*S. R&v&l Training Center), Bun Diego lor 
uuty 47 July 1944* 

•The Unvy Peai&l Corps te* accomplishea in a creditable 
manner fc teak nw^r before «tt* spied* However, It is suggested, 
in the event of future emergencies, tbts.ii 

ji* A larger He nerve Corps 'be mint&iaed, 
b* Essential dent i treetsaeut fee accomplished in 
training and eebrkatlon area#* 

£• ureter attention mad aore praetio-d instruction in 
orul hygiene be given to Stavy personnel, 
j|. Ships or barges ‘be equip, ed &nd supplied &■* dental , 
and nedio&I infirmaries, to be sent or towed to 
temporary be m» or staging area*, for the ears of 
those ship* 1 crews having no medie&l or dentiCL 
officers* 

v* 4 Staff or Area Dental Officer be assigned with 
authority to distribute personnel for treatment* 

X* The allowance® of anesthetic*, alloy, handpiece# 

»nd dent.il X-ray film for ship# that ^re not apt to 
return to * port for extended period*, be increased# 
•It be* been % valued privilege to be a member of the Dental 
Corps of the ’United State* ftavy*° 


U.S*L* f 13033181H (Battleship)* 


"On 1 Siiijr 1944 the font*! Oep* rtment w&s re«*4y to Degin 

\ 

routine tr»- tsent prooe&ure* The org.rination (copy of which le 


here enclosed ilia which h&s been submitted to the Cental Id vision* 
bureau of iieaiciae and Surgery) bus boon prepared and aade « pert 
of th« olrloitl Jedic.,1 department Organisation* The matter of 
assigning personnel to specific details ,uid their instruction wus 
begun* At this tire only three dental technicians were assigned 
to the dental department* Later a fourth was sent from the 
Medical Dopertment* Routine examination of dental records «es 
begun and classification uad treatment of ship* a company ms con¬ 
tinued* In this connection* the co-operation of all dep&rtment 
heads and division officers i 




Department was particularly indebted to Commandi] 

*4 . ir r i " La . .* a ben e w b 4 K e er ■ '* ! w sy wy . 

OLnnerto- d « j i poeA a U i ' 0 * 1 in of s " ' 1! ' .ttit ’***"? * " i i ft ■ iM hr'iffi 


! > ■■ » * ■ -amoontintr 

in pond bting 


ointments ru aent.^l requests to appear is- the "note'* section 

> 

of the Man of the bay* This facilitated a degree of efficiency 
in treatnent procedure which otherwise night not here been attained* 
the Executive Officers made it a joint particularly to stress the 
neau for co-operation with the DenUl itopartnent at quarters (Oper¬ 
ations per ltting) during times when it was felt too may appoint¬ 
ments were being closed by personnel* 


\ 


"The Kedicul Department was particularly helpful in their 
understanding of the beat d Lepartttent f s problesse* The benlor 
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adedicil Officer'* educstionel progress to the dental officers 
; nd the deatal technislant, direetea toward first >id, intravenous 
waesthesit., pl&sss saainisirtitUMt, >.nd operating rocs procedure 
was especially helpful sad of very prsetlael value shea later 
ooo*Sion* decoded such knowledge. His encouragement to witness 
osjor surgery **s likewise a decided aid. By rotating dental 
technician# and hospital oorpsaen in the various departments, & 
tr&lbed eoergenoy reserve of dental tecimici&ns end hospital 
eorpsnsa was seda available. This was also initiated by the 
Senior Medical Officer, &na although & bit difficult at first, 
proved to be of decided advantage later. 

“The B1SCQ3&IJI arrived at t lit hi on 9 Bsosatoer 1944# nd 
left the next day to partidiptie in the Leyte Operation*. By 
31 December 1944, new E~4» s with such sdaitional detail had been 
constructed for 473^ officers end <3*a representing 96*7 $ of ship's 
company. This figure did not include sppraxinately 470 officer* 
end sen who bed been trsnsfsrffad since aosadtsioning, for .* great 
percentage of whoa new H-4' a bed been constructed end don tel 
treatment undertoken. At this d&t* 61 or 4.1991 had not been 
examined, over bi-.lf of who* *er* officers; 153 (5*49$) required 
prophylaxis only, 1063 (37.39$) wore .incomplete but not urgent, 

*60 (9*1$) required, urgent treatment, 1*95 (45*17$) were cosplstsd 
until the next routine period of examination, :na *0 required asnte. 1 
prosthesis, *‘ift««*a patients feed received prosthetic appliances 
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construetea at the various dental nativities since ao;«'.rd»#ioni»g« 

These still requiring prosthesis were being tree tea. whenever * 
station or ship where such treatment wes possible *».* in the vicinity* 
Detedls of treat?eat rendered vas subsitied in routine ?ore»£* 

"It «*s interesting to note that 197 or approximately 7 % 
ehoeeh or;:l fusobpirocshelost* and 119 or 4S shoved gingivitis in 
varying form* with a reduction occurring in the ensuing souths* 

Other th.-n trs&t&emt und educational procedure sere considered 
responsible* Xaong the factor# absent in that theatre of oper¬ 
ations were* no contact with civil! ns, no ^iiieraXised water and 
absence of elsefaolio b«vter:tg«*3. further studies using carefully 
controlled methods are con temple ted* 

*k syst**^ of sterile treatment procedure had b*en adopted in 
the ftjatwl i^pfcrtirent, details of which appe&r 1» I .rticle* 

although it le agreed that this method was not perfect, it still 
wus felt that it v&e superior to routine method# employed* It ie 
beiievfcu th-*t this was one factor which i*y» to the decision of 
using the dental office for treatment of minor he&a *nu neck injuries, 
in addition to j&v fractures, during e lull in battle* The sick 
bay could be relieved of much congestion during such tines when 
hits should be aude on the ship by using the den till office* 
Fortunately, during the whole cruise «nu in the various operations, 
such hits were never sustained, although the ship aid treat fcevere 
ear wounds in personnel from other ships* 
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"While attached to the tlSCOIfcll, thft ship p-*rtloip&tMl 
in the foUoiing official actional 

"U decent bar to ^4 Oecassber 1944, Leyte Operation, strikes 
on Lueon, 1**1. 

30 Beoeaftber to *6 January 1945, Lusoa 0p*r tion — partial 
pAteci % unit of the carrier air attack which included 

>4 January 1945 strikes on For»oe« lsUnd. 

t>-7 January 1945, *trikee on Luaon, P*I, 

9 January 1945 strike* on Formosa Island* 

1-.-14 Jacuery 1945 strikes on Cenrank Bey and Saigon Bay, 

French Xndo China, toeing entered the South China. Sea 


through the &Bhi Channel, 

15-16 4unwary 1945, strikes ■on Bong Kan , China, &nd 
Farnoce Island, 

^0 January 1945, repelled night enemy plune attack «a*de on 
ship* of our Tu#k force in Bitlliagtoa Channel off Luio» 


Strait* 


*-l January 1945, strike© on Formosa. Island* (during this 
tine took aboard about 11 severely wounded men fro* the 
Deetroyer LaDLOX *Mch hi.* received a near sti** oy ** kami.- 

/ v \ 

*<!»«)* 

a/ . , 

January 1945 strike* on Oki»&«*~ Ryukyu Island* (hansel 
. /• Shoto Chiiia), 


10 February 1945 to 5 &%reh 1945 leo Jin* operation, p..,r~ 


ticlp&tsd &• fe unit of the Carrier bit attack which 
included the following* 

14*47 February 1945 strikes on *okyo, #spuA**#tl» flint c o-ccntr^Kj 

carrier strikes on Japan 1 * hoselaad in this war. 

19 * shruery 1945 strikes and support of the operation for 
the invasion of I*o J5»« XsJUsd, repelled night «neny air 
at Wok ntdi on ships «f the T^sk lore*• in the I- j Ji,. ; l.u, .,id 
urea* 

*0~*1 February 1945 strikes and support of the operation of 
I*o Jine Island* 11 February 1945> repelled night sassy piano 
attack so do on ships of the ? *k Force in this I wo Jlma Island 

aroa* X 

15 February 1945 strikes on Tokyo, Japan* 

' 

1 k.,rcfc 19^5 to 11 July 1945 - particip tod as a unit of the 
carrier ir attack striking force which included the foil- 
o*i np» Strikes on &yu«hu f Shikoku &nd Sou tlarestern Honshu# 

Under repeated entsqr air ntUot sunda on ships of this tL.sk 
droop I ' -shu r^a. VML> Kftdk Group destroyed $a& 

assisted in the destruction of u-eny •ns&y planes* Bo&bsrded 
Okinawa , ad Kut&k* Shiut in repartition for Invasion 

of Okinawa £hla«# Strikes a ad air support of ground troops 
on Okinawa <»fala** This, T,v sk Group destroyed .nd assisted in 
the destruction of a*aj eneay pluoss# 

S-lrikes on Northern ha-nrhu r.d Ho*;*v.ido# H»y b: .;»b.rw~ent of 

A 

duror*n, Hokk-Ai do, eight boshrdMSt of Hltsohi-nito eras on Honshu* 
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"It was during the Oklanv* operation that this ship 

P rticipcteu very wtiviljr in repelling suicide plane atacks* 

# 

On IS i'ch 1945 »e shot down the first 4 p kaaikese of which 

*•** certain, & t*o stored Betty which h&d aropped a boab on 

a o«wr: . . ■ sum “* «■* «* * •* 

It wae fe'irly 4u#d«y soralag before church service* whan this 

occurred. Xneedi&tely prior to thr-t * plane had Horn into the 
teiddle of the Te*k force fora* tion and dropped . bomb on another 
currier# Att&c&lng suicide plsne* made run® on our group ng.»in 
that &f tornoon^und our gunner® $ hot down one and assisted in 
others# All during the operation our ship received credit for 
shooting down three pi.-, nes and assisting with four others* For 
several day® thereafter alert® end general quarters at *11 hours 
of the day end night were the rule# Addition-'. 1 suicide pi? nes 
were shot down In the ensuing course of events# From 17 March 
for 63 days thereafter the ship steheed, without anchoring} in 
and -..bout Okimwa and Kyushu* participating as . unit in the 
strike® a&de by the carrier® of the t^sk Force. Our force boa- 
horded Okinawa with their ss^in batteries, es well as 4 few islands 
east of it* 

"On 19 iarch the FSUitfLXi was severely damaged by two ka.mikv.se 

pi--,he®* dhe wa& in another Tick Group but we - , „ . 

could see her 

explosions. 

"On 7 April 1945, our own immediate task Group was sent to 
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intercept . J.-.-p surface force, including their newest battle¬ 
ship, - 1 rge light cruiser, two swnller light cruisers and a 
number of destroyers# All but three of the destroy&rs *«r« des~ 
troysu by the Attack pl&aee of our group# a© Hr as sen be 
aetereinec this I p Tusk Force we* supported by i. l~rge plsae 
force na w&s to attack the ships in the landing on Okle^va* The 
pi-a* support destroyed u laost completely nd left the surface 
foroe fit the aeray of our Group’s planes* 

■During this operation, *hich proved to be the Dost severe 
and costly for the U. b. levy in non end ships in all its history, 

aore wounded sen were taken abo.rd# This tine from another des¬ 

troyer, the US! -^CDSRMDTT* All dental personnel did their job well, 
particularly in view of the Hot tbit “bogies” were on the screen 
-continually %nd alerts and general quarters were being sounded# 

The wardroom tablet in the ship were used for emergency treatment 
of these patients, the Genlor Medical Officer suggested that all 
dent&l personnel assist there with one Meoic-.-l Officer* The other 

asdic--.1 officers were in sick bay operating or* patients wfao& we 

hud sent down after treatment# Cental personnel administered 
plssae, morphine, removed clothing, washed and dressed wounds ana 
treated burns. Jur ship was not hit auring the fchole time this 
officer was aboard and we ail considered ourselves very lucky. 

■froa 10 July to 15 august in the operations s<guinat the 
J ■■ panes® hot-elfend a co m sanation was received fro© the Cossr&eadlag 
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Officer in consideration of*the efficient performances during 
the day bomberdeent of furor*a, Hokkaido 15 July 1945, -nd the 
night bomb rdaent of Hit vchi-^i to erea on Honshu on 17 July 1945. n 
1 downed carrier pilot was rescued by one of our plane* ne-r 
Kyushu B*y on 8 June 1945* 

"On 1 July 1945, this officer was transferred at e&u 
curing ■* fueling perioa." 

iflihOP&.ft ThUTkh 

*As a artier of personal history at this duty, it was 
interesting to experience life in war ti&e in metropolitan 
London . Since living :c<io nodetione were of person 1 choice, 
there being no Gov&rnttent quarter* furnished, I close to live in 
a. aodern 800 rooa hotel in the city not over five blocks from wy 
office, 4-bout ten days after ®y errivt 1 in London, I experienced 
*y first air r&id by Gtmta bombers, from then on they oane 
every night at least once t-nd often two or three times during 
darkness. There- were no military duties for me during these 
raids other tbs r, to shy "dispersed", and to be within telephone 
call of the dispensary. Sc my time ay own. Feeling useless 
at these times while London was being raided and seeing . short* 
age of fr-rlu -w24rdons at my hotel, ay offer of being willing 
to help was promptly accepted by the civil! n n^nsger of the hotel, 
*»nd 1 *** assigned to a civilian sir raid post loontea in the same 
building, nd given the job "roof spotter", this duty con¬ 
sisted of loosting any fallen boobs or fires seen from the roof 
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-nd relying the information via telephone to the aid raid post 
in ih* cellar from whore fire f-v.no rescue parties were dispatched* 
Upon the sounoimj; of mn alert at night, I ran to the roof >na 

took >-rt in these o pern liana where I could plainly see the raids 

/ 

from this hi 4 b point, ttop &n eight story building* On 15 Kerch 
1941 , during s severe incendiary raid, 1 spotted several large 
fires within the near ^res* I received & letter of gratitude from 
the, senior air r^ld warden on this occasion which 1 t t uote* ’hear 
dir* ^lthou-h you consider it a acre trifle, we on this fire 
du„..ra Post think you *>osfc w&rn-hemrtedly for your assistance on 
the night of dareh 15th during an incendiary raid, Tour presence 
on the roof enabled *e to withdraw two valuable I 'ir& awards who 
were urgently required for Tr-.iler ?ump Ores* To ®y .wind, such 
co-operation does saore to cement AngloAmericn friendship than all 
the- diplomatic meetings* fours faithfully, R* A* M08KE* 1 

"The raids came spasmodic ily until 18 June 1944 shortly 
i.ftar b-d&y* the pi ne raids stopped only to be* substituted by 
"bust-bombs". fter the 3rd day of the robot r ids which were 
mounting in number up to over s hundred a d*y, it was considered 
useless to continue further *roof-spotting" us it was not only 
d ngerous to be exposed to the terrific bl st of these borbs.but 
certainly evident to anyone within a lies ero unu ».s to where they 
h-,d hit* from this tiae on ay time ear- spent wherever I felt "safe**. 
About two tenths before my det&eheeat, the rocket-bombs c&ssej there 


111 - 


were no *araing« of the appreeeb of -dealles ■■■$ they c~m* 

through the str&tosphere at a speed faster tt n sound *»d the 
noise of their approach could not be heard until after the sound 
of their explosion. Af tor being detected, 1 jsked the senior air 
raid harden at the pont in the hotel just bow m ny alerts 1 bad 
experienced during, my tin# in London—the answer w&s 55*** 

LV.-.I3£S *.. nUTB PACIFI C 

*kt the tint* of the Pearl harbor disaster, I with the 
FXftST -•■riue division, Fleet Marine Force, then enoacped In tents 
~t Nfty, Liver, «orth ^rollna* I h d reported 3 Id vision Dental 
Officer on 3 L-.rch 1941» *hile the Division we a at Du .-.mta,ni**o Bay , 
Lube. /• t this tire the tables of organisation allowed one dental 
officer to each regiment and medical oompi ny, nd one for Bead* 
•quarters -onany Headquarters Battalion* i 1th a full division of 
three inf ntry* ->nd om artillery regiment *ad five medical companies, 
thin i flowed ton dental officers for division reinforced of 
tuer.ty thousand. There c*s no ellovanse for a division dental 
officer, consequently I was attached to Headquarters Oeapany, 

Medici Battalion a sort of spare. ‘This orer-coaple^ent position 
caused --oasider. hie recurrent Irritating confusion, especially on 
troop aove. ents biased on complement* 

"The equipment, both medical ind dental, consisted of old 
•orlu Kr 3ne flela units in sad state of depletion fend repair* 
However, 4 ae*> supp ly table hi been issued ,na the task of disposing 




of the old unit® «na the •quipping of the medical xnd dental 
department with full field equipment according to the new Supply 
table was given to the Division Cental Officer, a# the new unit® 
were very difficult to obtain, this involved complications, %ctd 
it we® not until Ju»t before embarking for oversee® in July of 
1942 that all medical and dental unit® were completely equipped 
and reserve supplies at h&nd. 

"The Division returned from Cub, in May, 1941 and was on~ 

0 a roped at three location®* Perris Island, the “orfoJUc ares, tad 
Quantlco* It was while at Qu&ntleo the first of the now field 
unit® arrived, and a complete flela hospital was set up for 1 
Auction by the uurgeon ueaer»l *ou the Chief of the Planning DijC'-* 
Vl-#iotj, Bureau of Medicine and durgery. It was during these ins¬ 
pection® that suggestion® for changes in equipment were approved, 
one of which resulted in the addition of the field operating 
light to the denfcvl unit* t% were thus able eventually, to equip 
each dental officer with a field unit which included an electric 
engine, Castle field light ana foot engine in case of current 
f ilure. A port, tie field generator supplying current ves included 
in the unit® issued e«*ch Regimental Medical Unit, Medical Company 
and Headquarters (tap* ay, Headquarter® Battalion* 

"In October, 1941 the Division began to asce^ble in the tent 
camp ere® at Hew Biver* the weather wus bitter tbit winter* Hew 
equipment arrived very slowly and operating with the old unit® in 

e 



tents even with &n oil above w*»a rugged work* 

"The #m dtio® ©f I g *wu» ii|>linili> since in 

th«t emergency they were arriving with little or no treatoent* 

The few dent ;i officerg attached, even by working eo^mendably, 
could not hope to correct the condition of any large percentage 
of the personnel* The condition was not to improve greatly with 
the entry into the war, primary eiaphasia on training, eovenent 
overaeae, and coabet conditions, Arrangements were otaie with the 
*my at Camp Davis, fifty adle* aouth, to care for the few pros¬ 
thetic dent. 1 casea^th f A rft t*ff"since a field "pro a the tic unii^~ 
was not, included in the Division Sediael equipment at this time* 
w In the spring of 194. > the TKIKD $jrlg«4a was organised which 
took frota the Division the 3EVK8TH Regiment end two medical ooas- 
p&nlea with, of course, the three dental officers attached. Thus, 

■*■8 the FIRST Ichelon of the division enteirked for oversewa in 
Say f 194-. j there were eight dental officer* attached, 

"Arriving in Wellington, New Zealand, in June, two dentil 
units were set up in a snail temporary hospital nsur the docjcs 
which had been taken over from the Sew Zealand Amy, most of whose 
personnel were then in the Far S&st* 

"Two wore unit* wera put in operation it PsefeUcariki, forty 
wiles to the north, where feverish construction of a ee&p wna 
underway in the cold r in? &ad sud* Only emergency treatment 
could be attempted, especially since ell hands were oucy day and 
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night moving gear froa ships to c&»p..*oniy to m«n« the pro¬ 
cedure &.« the rest of the division arrived and we were all aboard 


for Gu&dssloanel AA July 194- • 

"The dent* 1 officer attached to Keadqu&rters Battalion was 
left with the rear echelon at Wellington* The denial officers 
attached to the FIRST, FIFTH, and ELFVESTK Regiment end A,8,*nd C, 
deulcti Companies, in addition to the Bivision dents1 Officer, 
©shirked. An accident aboard ship on 3 August prevented the B 
Goap&ay, wmtul Officer froa landing. This left six dental off 
leers who hit the beach at Guud&le&nal 7 August 194*-* After 
three weeks the failing eyesight of the dental officer in a Med¬ 
ic* 1 *o?ap ny necessitated his evacuation which left five* still 
aeple to men the three offices we fc&n&ged to set up and keep In 
operation through the ensuing months of bombings and shellfire. 

”4 report of this action was included in the secret report 
sent In by the division V y, p r — n , - 



briefly, the dental officer# operated chiefly as assistant 
,c 1 Officers* Enemy action, more than lost equipment, pre¬ 
vented establishing store offices until later. Approximately five 
weeks later, the SEVEMTH rejoined the dlvlaion, together with "C" 
Medical Coapany. Both dental officers h d complete outfits which 
were successfully unloaded. Since the SEVE1TF. was engaged immedia¬ 
tely, the dent 1 equipment w®a used to augment that in use* In 
October the C Medic 1 unit «as set up, giving us four dental 
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offices with seven UftnUl officers aboard* In November three 
denVi officer replacements arrived, filling our complement# 
hhiie ail h&naa were needed for Medici assistance, there was 
no opportunity at this tits© to us© the® in their strictly pro¬ 
fessional c^pecity# 

"The division bsgn withdrawal from Guad&laan&l on 9 Dec¬ 
ember 194 • ^b* following six weeks in tbs brush outside Brisbane 

Au * trails ^sere a bit of a nigh ter. re of r .In, mud, lost »r d mis¬ 
placed equipment, and few supplies, duffiuient equipment was 
finally locates in the scattered duaps to establish offices in 
five areas. Son* supplies were secured fro® the army, including 
a fielc prosthetic unit. *hen o^me the order to peek up for 
Melbourne and the usual loss of equipment recurred. 

•At Melbourne, camps were established in &&d around the 
city end dent .1 officers placed accordingly. The re«r echelon 
Hud rejoined with the dent 1 officer still well supplied and 
equipped. A h* attempts to secure supplies and equipment fro® the 
Army under whose- commend »e now were, proved to he e tedious and 
near fruitless task for the next few months# boat of the Army 
had shoved to Sidney, and little supplies sad practically no 
equipment w^ s available locally. All division reserve medical 
supplies ferui equipment left in Wellington, M. 4., originally were 
l&ter »oved to louses, Nee* Caledonia 4 *q *are now unavailable to 


us* Requisitions submitted to thft Army at Sidney had not boon 
h«*ra fro* up to the tin* I left the Division 10 ley 1943* At 
thin time w* h«4 eight units in operation* 

“It was during this non-eo. b*t status of th* Division that 
* crying need for dental officers to Uk« c&re of th* crushing 
load of work became sppersnt* Resoftesnd*tlons m&de through th© 
Division durgeon later resulted in the lnore&se by twenty of 
tbs Mwrin© Division Dental Officer Complements* well as the 
official recognition of » Division Dent 1 Officer, and addition 
of on* field prosthetic dental unit to th* equipment of a Div¬ 
ision* * 

a no r A\tt.r-t/y x r-cpof f : 

"Reported to ftedleal field Service school* C«mp Dejeune, 

3ew River, lorth Carolina* 1 June 1943» Th* instruction received 
here aided ia^easumhly in understanding problenas — military snd 
eeaicsi — to be confronted in the field* 

"Reported to *1* Company* FOURTH Medical Battalion* FOURTH 
Marine Division, *4 July 1943* leaving Rorth Carolina for Ceep 
FendLe t}.on* C&llfornle* 11 August 1943* *n extensive training 
progran eas undertaken during the retaining months in the states* 
forking in conjunction with th* nedle&X officers, the dent#! 
officer instructed corpssr.en in first-aid, field hospital organisa¬ 
tion end junction, and medicti problems, possibly to be faced in 
the future* 

"Debarked from Den Di*go and treveled directly to Boi-Remur, 




Marshall Islands* Medic;»l oospaale# functioned on 


ship because of the lack ol land aria during this operation* 
Transport* designated to relieve casualties, l&id In the It goon, 
received wounded fro® the beach evacuation station®,* Dental 
officer served in screening eases, coring for ail oral and 
surrounding facial Injuries, ami administering to shook case# 
preoperatively* - 



"Heturned to advance b se^rv were joined by the 11 
cental officers that were to foro the Dental Section* This 
brought the total number of dental officers in the Division to 
jU# since eleven had originally been assigned when the Division 
left the 9. &•« w on*truotion at the ^<ivs»nce Base originally tmrnm 
pered the setting up and function of the dental section* The 
denior Dent 1 Officer, however, despite difficulties, suaceeded 
in Revising a system of individual clinics In each regiment 1 
area, £na allocating the required number of officers to ei oh 
clinic* 

"Transferred to the 10th Murine Regiment on 6 May 1944* 

The Medical Departsent in this Hegi^est forsaed the Shore P&rty 

Evacuation Stations* The Division »oved out to Bsipan* On this 
opar^tion, one medical officer,ay#elf, and eight sorpasea landed 
* 1th the seventh &s»attlt *<Mfe to set up the ev,cui tion station on 
Beach Blue 1* Personal functions included rendering the cost 
definitive treatment possible under the circumstances to casualties 




before evacuation to transport* *itd hospital ships, and 
directing th* recording of ev&cueesj continuing la this function 
until approximately b plus lx, *e were relifcVed and returned to 
regiaeat&l eomuitd, thereafter treating civilians &ad enaay sold¬ 
iers confined to stockade*. 

•Debarked «3 July 1944 on LST f a prior to Tiai&n assault 
landing with & coatst. teas at 11 plua uO sainutee on x4 July 1944* 
here »g-in working with two medical officer* and fifteen oorpsiaen, 
an evacuation station was established, and functioned *s such 
during the entire operation. Received the i&vy end I4t>ri»» Corps 
Medal for this operation. 

"heturned to our Advance Ease. Vss transferred beck to the 
Medical Battalion as dental officer in M B* Medical uotsp^ny, and 
essuaed duties a* dental officer in division dispensary* 

•Debarked for I wo Jiaa and subsequent to initial landings} 
received casualties on board APA until D plus 3, when leaded* 
Yhlle on transport, this officer worked on minor surgical cases, 
doing debridements a ad dressings and gave all the Sodium penfctfael 
anesthesia. in the O.E* operated by our medical company* After 
landing D plus 3, ®nd until D plus 11, our company ran an evacua¬ 
tion station on the beach, ay duties corresponding with those on 
the two previous operations. On D plus lx, our oospeny moved to 
form part of the FOURTH Division Hospital* My function here s&s 
in the Receiving Rons uoing minor surgical procedures., preparing 
shock eases for surgery, end working in the O.R* as anesthetist* 


"Concerning duties with the Marine Corps, the following 
ob^fervi.lions b ve been made* 

X* Dental officers assigned to the Karines should 

hare either had previously, or through an intensive 
course after assignment a good working knowledge of 
anesthesia* 

*i* Cental officers should not be assigned unnecessarily 
to duty beyond regimental headquarters while in co&fcni* 
One dental officer was killed on Melpen while working 
in • battalion Aid station in front lines at a ti&e 
when there w*a & full quota of medic?.! officers in 
the Division* 

3* If pent conditions prevail ag^in in the future, it 
should be endeavored to entirely complete the dental 
needs of Marine Divisions before their assignments 
in the field* Bec&ue* of the constant mobility of 
these divisions, innuawrable difficulties are en¬ 
countered in setting up dental- facilities* if ell 
necessary work were don* prior to leaving the con¬ 
tinents! limits, the number of dentists at present 
assigned to a division could be somewhat reduced* 

Proper end full utilisation of ail these dental 
officers in the field is sometimes impaired by the 
l«*ck of facilities such as udequate construction and 
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lighting which are constant probins, met especially 
by unit* in & transient iUtui« In other word#, 
utilisation of a few sore officers within the continental 
limits would accomplish more than », comparable number 
in the field* If the orlglaii &an and subsequent re¬ 
placement* sent out *er* completed, the number of denUl 
officers needed in the field would be reduced because 
of the decreased workload. 

4* Since work in the field presents the least desirable 
working condition# possible, and e tour of fc&rine duty 
would broaden #11 officer#* conception# of the a*d-» 
ic^l, dental vad military problem# presented in land 
operations, it would seem advisable to give all young 
officers ii tour of duty *itb Use Fleet Marine Force.* 

“In oxosing, 1 would like to condense the above. To be happy 
ftni to adept oheoelf for life with the ii&rine® in the field! 

Remember your college day# of give end take, share and 
share alike. 

Know your anesthesia techniques, 
know your first aid. 

Be prepared to give intelligent lectures if called upon 
by either the usrpsstan or by the batteiy^commandera* 

Seep your south closed and eyes end ear# open till you 



Know what gots oa out in the field* 

Be ready &ad In physical condition no you can pitch 
in «inc *ork* 

Be ready to i&proviae .tad do the best you cast with 
«hat you hive rather than talking about what you 
used to have or should h&ve* 

"If you reaeabsr the above mentioned points, «nd you 
like an outdorr life or true independent duty, then you cannot 
hope for any better duty* 

"The above mentioned events occurred fro* Hay, 1943 
through August, 1944 on the Islands of B«iUs f mice, «nd 
Gilbert#** 


SevaX cental officers who were killed, wounded, tauten 
i rlisonera, who received decorations nod citations and other 
dtt., «r» ter* listed U*,6*,63,74,153,154,155,156,157,158, 
159,160,161, 16*,163,165,171, and 17*). 

omcsKS of tij£ a.s. &*»*i oan„i, coifs 
K icuiD ik icnaa 

Lt. Coaui. jadar Hugh R. ftiaURBiH (CC), US#, O.S.S. 0!U.,lDiU, 
r*arl harbor, t.H., 1--7-1941. tioae ... Btdievilia, Fanneylrttnir 
ascrded - Purple Heart M , posthumously. 

Lieut* Howard A. BaJIBaCK (DC), ULRR, O.L.&. JUME*0, Buttle of 
the dolo&ons. Reported mis&ln^ in action 11-13-194*.$ declared 
deed 7-19-1943• Home ••• Mew Orleans, Louisi&ne. 

Lieut* Thoms P. CAPPS (DC), ULMR, U.3.3. LISCCJ48E SAX, ship 
torpedoed in P&cific Battle of the Gilbert Island#, 11-^5-1944. 
lone .** lopeki., X ne«*. 

Lieut. J .»es S. CATE (DC), OSHR, FOURTH Medic 1 Settalion, 

FOORTB Birin* Division, tf&ri&n&s, .7--4-1944. Averded - Rronae 
3Ur ^edftl ... poethueously, for heroic service while attached 
to T-’-L^TT-THIRD Murines. Hose ... Baker, Oregon. 

Lieut. Coa»ft«der Thoms E. CSiOiLEI (DC), U3M, U.S.S* ASIEOki, 
Pearl Harbor, T.iU, 1*-7-1941. ^warded - Purple Be&rt ... post- 
hunously. DDE ns.&ea in his honor. Howe ... 


Bfc. Louis, Missouri. 



CITE T&RKaCEi 


Honoring Lieutenant Jane* Stewart Gate (LC), OSBK, 
of B^ker, Oregon y - Bronse Star posthumously - 

>-hlle attached to Twenty-Third Marines, Fourth Marine Division* 
during action on Saipan an d Tini&n Islands from 15 June to 25 
July 1944, he voluntarily accoepanied the regimental aedical 
section in extremely h*seroou* operations. Lieutenant C?*te ^ ' 
repeatedly went to eld of wounded despite peril of intense 
*ne*y artillery ^nd mortar fire, and treated and ewe sue ted 
stricken seen with heroic disregard for his own person*1 safety 
until fee himself was serially wounded. 



The above naeed terrace is located on the reservation of 
the beautiful new U.5. 8aval Hospital, Houston, Texas, to toe 
commissioned 4 September 1946. 





I* *CTI3B ' 

Lieut* Stanley ft* SKSTKOM (DC), SJSSfc, U*3,S* BlRHItiG&dl, 

/.sialic, 10-^4-1944* How# ... fcest Concord, N#» Hampshire. 

Lieut. Gilbert F. GQESaCM (DC), US», Q.UB, ERIE, Atlantic 
4r«*» 11-1*-194** How# «•* roco&oke City, l&ryl£ad« 

Li«ut. Cosstsnder £*rl 0. BEHBI (DC), OINK, U*S.S. IftDIAiAPQftlS, 
declared de&d 9-13-1945) sisaing ... August, 1945* 

Lieut. (Jg) Stephen M. U9MAH (DC), USSR, FOURTH Medici 
Be trillion, FOURTH Sarin# Division, ip&n , 7-4—19441 Aswrdsd «* 

Brouse Star Medal, 7—17—1945* Hose ... -couth P&s&den#, California 

Lieut. (Jg) Themes ft. icIBTTRE (DC), USHK, U.S.S. MUHIUM, 
AtUtic, 10-30—1944* ik>«e ... Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

Lieut. Edward J. 0*R3ILLI (DC), OSH, 0*3.3, ASTOEIa, Battle of 
>won Islands, tsjftw|t|f M DDE eased In his honor. Bos# ... 
Chicago, Illinois. 

Lieut. Robert I. SI20AR (DC), USSR, 0.S.E. TERROR, 5-1-1945, 

How# ... Springfield, Ohio* 

ftt. Ccsft£4id«r Lsurice A. TATUM (DC), USHB, U.3.S. RASP, 

Betti# of the Soloson Islands, 9-15-1941) received Hevy Silver 
Star &e*,rd| DDE named in hi si honor. Home ... Birmingham, 4Ufcn*&» 




jgu,a> is actio* i^nnmmy 

Gom^ttder Wadsworth C. TKOJAKOWstfCi (DC), USh, O.S # S* 

LEXi&iTChN, battle of Coral Set,5-8-1941• Ho®e »«« Schenectady, 

»«* fork. 

U*ut. filler C* *ONH (DC), USSR, O.C*S. MSSMUtCK SEA, 2-41-1945, 

hoBi# »•• Ft* Atkinson, Wisconsin* 

VJTJu all officers killed were autcxeetlsally awarded the 
Purple heart* 




OPFIC&& OF TH» U. S. N .-tTM, LF&T CORPf 


Lieut. Vernon U ARS&xSOB (DC), 06B, B.S.ft. »A$P f F&ciUo 
Are*., 9-15-1942• Aesrded - Purple lie-<rt. Boa# ... St.Cloud, 
Minnesota. 


Lieut. Paul Q. *SB (DC), USSR, O.S.g. FLLuVND, 6-16-1944. 
Hcmm •«• South Pend, Indiana.* 

Lieut. Courier John *. LOXLE (DC), 8SBR, U.L.L. tt»KXUID, 
Asiatic, 11-29-1944. Hoise ••• Beverly Kill, California* 


Lieut. Frank &• PMT&S (DC), U£M f Q.8.S. VfSfAL, Pearl her bor, 
?• B., 12-7-1941.. Ae&rcteu - Purple heart, Roue ... Atherton. 
C iifornia. 




Lieut. Martin J. G.rLR (DC), OLRP, U.8.8. TKNftAfr 3T0BB, 

2/ rrenean .-.ren, 6-4-1943* Home ... Irvington, Hu* Jersey# 


Lieut. Joseph R. GBISBCK (iC), 0L»H, U#£5.L. ST.LOUi;, 10-25-1944# 
Ho»© ... Chicago, Illinois. 

Lieut, Bernard B. SAX9CB (DC), 0S», 0.8.6. BR9 4LI8, Atlantic 
^m, 11-30-1942. /warded - Bevy Silver Star. home ... Los- 
*Rgeles, California.' 

Lijbiit. Belter A. HaLL (DC), UhK, U*. .S. LUI«<CT, Battle of 
^■ilowaon Islands, 8-9-1942. Awarded - Jh-vy end Marine Corps 

for heroic motion or *1 viking of U.; .L. UISC1* lions... 

low; Btt-’ich, CaliforaU. 

. 

< ’ j — 1*6 — 





.< 

i 

*>i» ■. KiM-.a. j. v:, o.,., ; . jokh pens (tarptuoed • 

»nd Bunk off Lunge Pol tit, a. 1.) 8-X3-W43. Homo ... Klemi, 
Florid*, J 

i 

Ueut. Clcrsnc* L. I 8 GKAK (DC), OSHB, 9,3*3# QAMBlgft BaX, 

A»istic, lc—*.$—1944« Ho&e •«• L&Grands, Oregon* 

Lieut, **il 0 kir ?» L*iSG& (DC), UDIih, 133rd S«Tgl Construction 
fi&t .j&lion, >:-19-1945 • Iffo Ji»», 2-19-1945* Bo®* *** Cranford, 

Sfcfe Jersey* 

Lie-ut, John T « 0* DOS HELL (DC), DESK, FOURTH a#ac&l Batullon, 
F)DhTH tarings division, - —■,..<>■ 194 5* Bern* ••* Boston, E»#a&chi setts# 

Lieut. Victor A. FE7KICKA (DC), USHR, U*S.S* Fft-MSBAW BAY, 

Pacific, 6-17-1944, Roee.,* Olivia, Minnesota, 

Lieut m (jg) MstvUad I. iUCli &DSQII (DC), mm, U*S*S* FR*BORIS, 
4-l/-i.945* Boss* •«, Gross® Point, Michigan, 

Lieut, Franklin ft* SCMLLER (DC), mm, U.D*3# BXmBaHAH, 

7-4-1945, H©»e mi fines poll*, Minnesota* 

Lieut. Herein TOPPFR (DC), U»3E, THIIU3 Medic-1 Battalion, TE1ED 
X^rlao Division, Pacific, 7-26-1944, Boss ... Chi or. go, Illinois# 
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OFFICERS OF tm U* s. SaVAL distal corps 
.llfellio .IB ACTIOS 


Llfeut, Obarlea ». HOi.LT (DC), DSN, U.S.S* La HOLST, Java, 3*0.-194* 

Bom* ••• Csitoosa, Ofclubana* 

Lieut. CoiBjiiiiad^r hml ». KiSITH (DC), USSR, U.3.S. HOUSTON, 

Java, 2 ~ 28 ~X 942 . Ko&# ... 


Pueblo, Colorado. 



OFFICERS Of THE U# 5. 8AVAL DENIAL CORPS 


mSOBBKS OF MR 

Lieut, Goa®?.Oder James A* COWELL (DC), OSil, Philippines,. 

,*>-6-194. | captured at Sentu, School*.® tica College, I&aila, P#l#, 
departed fro® Sill hid Prison Casap, 11—13—1944 for Jfep&oj ship 
sunk «q route* Reported deceased 12-14-1944* 8 o«e • »* Hikes- 
Berre, Pennsylvania# 

Commander Cornelius T. CROSS (DC), 0SBR, Philippine® 5-6-1942* 
Liberated from Eliibid Prison, K*nil«, F#X. f *- 4-1945 end 
returned to United States* Returned to duty in June, 1945# 
horn *•* Manila, P.I* 

Corawder Claud M. FRALtXQH (DC), USH, Philippines, 4-9-1942* 
Departed from bilibid Prison Cmp, P#I«, 1*-13-1944 for J&p&aj 
ship sunk en route# Released fro» another prison 3-1945* 
Returned to United States, September, 1945# Received kray Silver 
Star for gallant action in Army field hospital# Rose *** Gulf¬ 
port, Isieaieeippi* 

Lieut, (jg) Robert 0 * HerthnecR (DC), USB, Philippine*, 5-6-1942. 
Died In prison c &mp 4-19-1943# Borne #•• St»tea Xeland, Bee fork# 

Lieut. Henry C# &RIGHT (DC), DUE, Philippine®, 5-6-194-. Trans¬ 
ferred to P^lau&B# All personnel in this camp killed by Jap¬ 
anese between *-4-1945 aad *-45-1945# Officially reported 
deceased September, 1945# Boae *«• Norfolk, Virginia# 
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AF SaR ( COAX LMm 


Coesmnder Kerry B. tteXKBIS (DC), U£8, Gu**, U.U, 5-?-194~* 

R*s beeu reported at ‘fenUuJl, Shikoku Inland, Japan, and mlso 
Boosung, China. Liberated September, 1945. Boss* , M Enid, 
Oklahoma. 

Coanaiidnr E-.inet L. KABSOK (DC), USKR, Philippine#, 5-6-194-., 
Released A-1945, fro* Cabanatuan Prison Gasp, Returned to 
duty in June, 1945. Ho*a ... »orthington, Minnesota. 

Coeeender **de H* MORGAN, Jr., (DC), USB, Philippines, 5-6-1942 
Captured at Saata Behoolastice College, Manila, P.1,, departed 
froe Bilibid Prison C&wp 3—5—1944 for J «.p«aj liberated and 
reported to Pens&eole Hospital, Sap timber, 1945* Started 90 
days leave on 9-21-1945, Bose Pensacola, Florida. 

Co Meander Eric G. F. POULARD (DC), SLR, o&piared at Palp leg) 
prisoner of war at Shanghai, 1942, luter reported at Woesung. 
Boea ... Minneapolis, Minnesota. Pweturned to United States, 

Lieut* (4g) Warren D, Sargent (DC), USB (Het)(inactive), 
American national detained by enemy in Philippines 5-6-1942) • 
bed been residing in Pbilippinidsleads, Departed 10-1-1944) 
ship rueored sunk. Officially reported killed or died while 
a prisoner of war on 9-**-1945* 
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i&ZCQtute .)t i&MLiMl) 


Co*®*naer SUniey fc. SfclTH (DC), Uftft, Philippi**#, 5-6-194-* 
Captures at Santa Schoolsstio* College, Penile» Departed from 
hilifcdd Prison Caap J— 15-1944 for Jup&it, Bosae, Morris, Illinois* 
Returned to United States, October, 1945* 

CoMia&nder WiUlius L. 8TMHCMM (DC), U3H, Philippines, 5-6-194^, 
Departed frosa Mlibid Prison C&ap, 3-5-1944 for Japan* Visa re¬ 
leased August, 1945. deceived army Silver Star for Defense of 
Gorregidor. ik>sae ... 8*aU Monica, California. 

Coa^nder Jaftes L. fAEtiER (DC), OSS, Philippines, 5-6-194*. 
Captured at &&nta School'^stiee College, Manila* Departed frou 
Bill bid Prison C&rap 3—5—1944 for Jipaiu Liberated &nd returned 
to United States, September, 1945. Hose ... Philadelphia, Penn¬ 
sylvania. 

P.9. 

Lieut. Mfrea F. WHITE (DC), U5R, PhiUdelphfrm , 5-6-194.,* 

Departed f ro» bill bid Prison. C*?ap, 1,-13—1944 for Jap&nj ship sunk 
en route. Reported deoe&aed, date of death 1-31-1945* horn ... 
Charleston, Massachusetts. 





0. S* R*VaL DISTAL CORPS 

ihli * Gervinfi Ouj ^ldejMM4. (not in action)t 
Lieut. (Jg) thorn** G. CKERIKOS (DC), USSR, reported .-'losing in 
motion after transport plane on which fee vntp a passenger ta# 
uareported i toes S—16—1942 in Pacific Areaj riot enemy action* 
Attached to Rights Construction Area, Dutch. Harbor, iCUska. 

D#ite of death established as >3-17-1943. Home ... St. Louis, 
MlssoBii* 

Commander J'Jaes L* Lfcl (IX), OLBR, Fleet Hospital So* 116, 
died of injuries not enemy action. Home ... Norfolk, Virginia* 

Went* Fred M. tSOSS (DC), USSR, oieci 1-31-1944 from* wounds 
received in tropical storm* FIGHTI-EIGHTH Construction Battalion, 
Pacific Area* Home ... Denver, Colorado* 

Lieut* John T* IttUUSD (DC), USSR, died XL-£-1944 at SmwJt 
Adr ace Base, Cepirito Bants* Home *.. Baltimore, Haryl ^»d« 
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o* s. naval smva. corps omom 

LECOEaTlOlu; and CITATIONS 


Lieut. Coesaander Hugh ft. aUOEAIIBER (DC), Ui>M, Awarded Purple 
H»^ri — posthumously — killed in action, C.S.S. OJUUHOitt, 

R^,rl Harbor, T.R., 1*4.1941. Ho»e ... Belleville, Pennsylvania, 

C&pUin Theodor® L. >LLSi» (DC), 3SX, Unit station, Mobile Hasp- 
itiil $©•<£, PaeUTio Are®. Boee ««• Slouchester, tt& esa c hu ee 1 1 8 • 

Cost* voder Vernon L. AMJERSOB (DC), US8, founded in Action} 
awarded Purple Heart} O.L.S. Wa*P, Pf oifio Area 9-15-1942. 

Hose ••• St. Cloud, Minnest^s* 

It. Colander Henry M* AhOREfcS (DC), USHJft, Awarded Bronze Star, 

IWO JiBtt* 

Colander Charles H. BEHCI25R (DC), USB. Letter of Goemendation 
from Otms.mM omen, 9.S.S. COLORADO* Home ... SI ton, Louisiana* 

0o«^&ader Hush L. (DC), OSH* Letter of Coerend®tion frosa 

Coe&ander in Chief, Pacific lor distinguished service during 
Japan®#e attach on Pearl harbor, 1, *7-1941, while attached to the 
Bavai ,.ir Station. horn® ... Carson, Iow<*. 

/ 

Lieut. James S. CATS (DC), tJSftE. Bronse Star Medal swarded — poet* 
hunousiy — for heroic service while attached to the TKEffft-THIBD 
urines, FOURTH Marine Division, during action against Jap&aeee forces 
in the Marinaeae 7-^-1944. Hoe* ... B ser, Oregon. 
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BftKHUTlOfaS , ,diy C1TVUJUS (CONTINUED) 

C&pUiin Cornelius T. CROSS (DC), U&m, Bronze Star Mecbl. 

Frisonar of Ker in Philippines fro® January, 194- to February, 
1945* fee ... Manila, P.I. 

Lieut. Thom a E. CRQRLEI (DC), U5IU Awarded Purple Heart - post¬ 
humously. Killed in action, U.S.fi* ARIZONA, Pearl H&rbor, T.K., 

U-7-1941. DDE named in hiss honor. 

✓ Unit 

Lt. a* nder U» rias E. MKilLOM (IC), President! l/cii .tlon, 

Gu&d& Icsnal* 

Commander Bernard H. FAUBIOii (DC), USM. Utter of Coronendetlon 
from the Surgeon General of the ifavy. fee ... San Francisco, 
California. 

Captain E. DeWltt PAULA (DC), UBS, Cosmsendation Ribbon, Guadal¬ 
canal* 

Lt. Coomander Donald L. FLE3*L (DC), USSR. Awarded Silver St&r 
(L^pdn). Home ... Beliefonte, Pennsylvania. 

Lieut, hex B* POSTER (DC), USSR. Letter of Coamandatloa. Home ... 

Waterloo, Iowa. 

CoKdw.nder Claud M. FiULE ICR (DC), DSM. Legion of kerit; Army 
Silver Star for gallant action in Army Field RotpiVO, in Philippine® 
in 194A; Purple Heart; Unit Citation with Star; Army Unit Citation 
»lth two oek leaves; prisoner of war; released end returned to 
United State, oepiember, 1945. 2o®e ... Gulfport, Mississippi* 
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«m, C1T..T1Q^ (GOMTISOED) 

Goa»iiiid*r Fr^nk £* FRATES (X), UGH, Hounded In Action, swarded 
Purple Heart, U.S.S, VESTAL, Fe^rl Harbor, T.H., U-7-1941, 

Ho*# • «» Atherton, California, 


/ Lt * Co**#nd*r Martin J . OILB (X), OSS, Furpl* text 6-4~1943, 

\ «/ S.S . Th OA )45 y'Fo/'IC. 

while serving in u ni tea *tntw. 

Colander Howard B. KAISCii (X), U33k* *oufKi#d in action, 
awarded J*«vy Silver Star, O.G.S. B&QO&LXR, AUefttie Ar** # Ho*# 
Dos Ang*X#*, California, 


Co**#wler R*lt*r A, HALL (DC), OSS, Sounded in action, U,L,S, 
QUIRCf, Battle of Solomon Inlands* awarded lavy and Marine Corps 
«®d*a for heroic action on Kinking of Q.S.8. Q01SCI 3-9-194*, 
Boa* ... Long Beach, C^xiforni^, 


Lt. Co*ft*JKkr Soloaon M. &010L (X), USSR, Served with EIGHTH 
Marine# at Tar*w*j uw*rd«wi Pr*sid*ntl&l Unit Citation. Home ,,, 
Holton, Massachusetts. 

hleut. (J«) Stephen 38. UUEBUii (X), 0: HK. Killed is action with 
fDUSTS ' : **dic 1 Battalion, FOURTH Marin* Division, Saipan, SroQM 
Star Rectal on 7-17-1945* Koae «»« South Pesadsns, California, 

Coam<&nd*r Daniel F, LXSCfc (X), USSR, Abdoa Calderon, Becand Clans 

by Government of Ecuador, 
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vBCOiinTi a.*, (OOSTlStiaj) 

Capt*ln Francis a. USFIOU (JC)« US*. Letter of Coiraenditian 
I lost the Surgeon lienor, .x ot the Hevy* Horae ... .1 i>ou, J 

UdmmIki V' j 

■ 1 ‘ \ 

\. v< \ 

Coftu&ncier 4»nneth L. L0aGf*AT (DC), USH. CoMmutation by \ 

V \ 

CinCPAC (Commander ia Chief, Pacific Area), Pearl K&rbor, v 
■U-7*d.94l. m« Council Bluffs, Iow&* 

«•*** admiral Alexander Gordon LILi: (DC), QBH, Co^encUtioa 

I \ 

tha Secretary of the Savy with authority to we<*r Co-mendetion 
dibbon* Horn*; *«* Glouchaster, M&no&ehuaette* 

Lieut* John 1. doDOWKel (DC), USIIIU Prasidontlfel Unit Citation, 
«lth Marines «t Guadalcanal and Tarawa* Howe ••« Meyarille, 
Kentucky* 

It* Coem*nder Steven F. KcG&ATH (DC), OSS, Purple Heart «lth 
Gold Star* 

Coaawndftr Harry B. MnlHHXB (DC), USH, Co^endatlon by the 
Secretary of Urn 0. 5. levy with authority to wear Oomaead&tion 
Ribbon. Prisoner of $&r in Japea fro& 1944 to Gepteuber, 1945. 
horse m* bnici, Oklahoma.* 

Coaaavnder tenet L. MAfcSQH (DC), USB*. Bronse Star Med* lj Purple 
He&rtj Array Unit Citation with one Oak leaf. Prisoner of war In 
the Philippines from 194* to January, 1945* Bose*. Worthington, 


Minnesota* 




mOWtlOX, CXTATj,?IQjiS (COSTJSOED) 

Cfcmmnder Wde B. .QR0i.8 Jr.,(DC), US R. ..ray Unit CiUtion. 
Prisoner oi *&r ir. Philippines from Jumury, 1V4-- to „«pt4*b*r, 
1945. Hose ... Pensacola, Florida* 

Lieut# John F. MOhTILL (DC), USHE. Brans* Star M*d*l f ierl&n&s 
7-17-1945. Uo®% ... Oshkosh, Wisconsin. 

<kmv.uader ItlUlui A. IXRluai (DC), USIi. Letter of Coa®tfmd*tion 
from Secretary of 0. 5# Bevy for courageous action during the 
Battle of dskvo 1 ala ad S-9-194^ while attached to the Q.S.S* 
VIRCEhflKS* Home ... K«uk*gs.n, Illinois* 

Lieut* Albert Bead Oeeterel* (DC), USB, irons* Star. / 

Lieut, tabard J* O'KULlt (DC), OSH. Killed la action, U. $. 8 . 
aSTOKU, Battle of Soiowon Islands, Pacific August, 194*. DDE 
ni<»ed in his honor. Bose ... Chicago, Illinois. 

Ceptvin Everett &. PATIOB (DC), USB. Bronze Star Medal; Staff of 
OoaaasKtar in Chief, Pacific. Home ... Atlanta, ueorgie* 

Li. Co«M-nd*r Jacob HDTtf'H (DC), 88ML Letter of 2-26-1945 frea 
Co vending Officer, 0*S*S* URDAIAO to Supers, coreading Dr. 
Rutter for aoot outstanding porfonaa.no* of duty during &n explo¬ 
sion on the D.i-t.S* MODSiT HOOD. Ho&e... Upper Darby, Pennsylvania* 
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(coBTim) 


G«w»*ader Hoy E* SCHAJEFFSK (DC), USH* Awarded Sfavy Silver SUr 
for conaptcuoua g&ll&ntry eg Boat Division Officer os the U*S*S* 
PKSS1D1MT ADAMS during landing operation on G&vuiu Island $ and 9 

August 194-. Horae • «« Amherst-, Ohio* 

OoaRsnder Elaer K* SCJ&SSLEft (DC), USMK. Co**e«tetion by 
Coastasdar in Chief Pacific Area for service during attack on 
Pearl Harbor, T*B*, 11 - 7 - 1941 * Hose • «• Chicago, Illinois# 

Lt* Coweander Herbert A* SMITH (DC) , USJiK* Awarded bronze Star 
Model for action with TAXED w&rina Division on Boug&nviile* 

Hooe ••• Cl&yton, *lebaa&* 

CoMnaader Stanley V, MEW (DC), USM* l-Hronse Star MMfjAMgr 
Unit ^itationj Purple Heart* Ho»o ••• Morris, Illinois* 

Co&Masder John L* STOCATOH (DC), US8H* Awarded $&vy Silver Star 
for service while attached to a Marine sir Group during attack 
on Guadalcanal, September 1943* Home ••« Siloes Springs, Ark&ns&e* 

Commander William L« STBANQMAN (DC), DBM* Awardee Army Silver 
Star for service during the defense of Corregldor* Taken prisoner, 
retained at Bilbid Prison Can? until 3-5-1944 when ha wag Irene- 
t erred to Japan* Eeloaeed August, 1945 and returned to United 
States* Hone *•• Santa Monica, California* 



(cownmm 

Lt. Cofflun : »n4#r Laurie# A. TATUM (DC), USSR. Hilled in action, 

U. S* 8, RASP 9-15-X94A. Received 8&vy Silver St&rj DDE named 
for him, Home ... dlrsioghaR, Alabama. 

Captain Francis G. DLSR (DC), Letter of Commendation fro® 

the Secrets,ry o*f the Jiavy with authority to wear Coomendation 

Ribbon, Hone ... MIUUIM£|pXMlAM. Corydon, Indiana. 

Lt. Co.’smamier Homer C. VaUGHN (DC), USSR. Letter of Commendation 
by Comraader In Chief, Pacific. Howe ... Manhaoeet, Long 1 aland, 

Sew fork* 

Commander Prana T. RAIS (DC), CSS. Letter fron Cosmader South 
Pacific Area and Louth Pacific Force for service on O.S.S* BUHJiET 
at Sent* Crua. Home •«• Algomi, Iowa• 

Commander Junes L. ftA£I£R (DC), USR. Bronae Star ifted&l; Amy Unit 
Citation, home ... Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 

Co&afeader C^rl A. SCHLAC1 (DC), OSH, Ship Commendation from 
Cooaanding Officer, G.S.S. F1SC08SXB for loyal and efficient 
performance of duty during the day bombardment of MtHBRAH, Hokkaido, 

ort 

La July, 1945 and ni ;ht bombardment of Hitachi, Isouahu on 17 July 
1945. 
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decqeatiqas citations (cobtiihjed) 

Lt# Gojtsa&nder iferold F* fcXJRK. (DC), USH, Ship Commendst.ion froo 
Co*-ending Officer, U.3*S. SISGOUaXI FOE Loyal and efficient 
performance of duty during the day to&b^rdiafent of Muror&n, 
MMMl dn^July, 1945* sad eight boaburdaent of Hitachi, aonehi 
on 17 July 1945# 

Lieut* J • WAX3 (DC), *JS8R, Ship Co&mead*lion froia Ce&&&tiding 
Gill ear, U#S*3* fiXSCOBSIB, fox* loy&l &od efficient- perform nee 
of uuty furl n>; the day bonburdmeat of uxorsn, hokkid© dn^Juiy, 
1945 and night bombardment of Hitachi, Honshu on 17 July 1945* 

Ceeettnder J• K. JUSTICE (DC), um y Blanket citation of entire 
Ho e pit til. Pearl K&rbor, T. H*, for 7 Deeeetoar 1941, Jap 

fcttaok* 

Coea&nder S, DELANEY (DC), USB. Blanket citation of staff of 
U*$*S* SOLACE for 7 December 1941, Japanese attack* 

Coae&nder Sid LlIfiKAB (DC), USB. Blanket eiUUon of Staff of 
0*&«l>* SOLACE for 7 December 1941, Jap&aeg* attack* 

Cosaender Ja&ea J. DEiPSEX (DC), OSH, letter of ooeeendation 
by Co.iumder THIRD Fleet, A spiral 15. F* Ifcleey, U3R, for eervieee 
on Use w*l*S* L2XIB0T0B during suicide plane hit on this ship 
5 hove&ber 1944* 
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j*E£3&sX 1QS*.. Ate CmTXPMS (OOIIHWIED) 

l«t« Cotflss^n4®r *3• SU &U90S (DC), USUK, letter of (MHMBtfiEiaUoi 
by CoMa»ad*r Thlki) ftwt, Admiral $. F* K,a»®y, USB, for services 
on the U*P*S* LEXIBCTQ1 during suicide plan* hit on this ship 
5 Bot®& b*r 1944* 

U*ut # rtbar J. Bluak (DCjfe, OSS, letter of oon:i.entfatlon by 
Cftwaftndor THIKD Fleet, *di& iral I* ?, itolaey, S8», for service® 
on the t?*D*3* lEXIBUTOS during suicide plan® Mi on this ship 
5 Kov®feb®r 1944* 

Coma**** Ch&rles P* HOYT (DC), USB, loiter of Cos^endation frosi 
Cosm&nder Fleet Air for work in connection with Fleet Air Unit 
stationed at wuonaet Point* 

Cotas under £&urle® A. BUSS (DC), OSS, oonaoadetoiy report fro® 
Coswaander South Pool fie for performance of duties &* Fore® 

Dental Officer* 

Coaa^.nder frr.nk Etter (DC), ULM-jfcaHST, Presidential Unit dilation 
for §uadaloanol operations* 

Lieut* **©beri 4* Q&DAU) (DC), ULWtt, Mary and Marine Corps Medal 
for aetivlUea la Tinian Undines 34 July 1944*. 

Lieut* Or* tt. LAftSOi (DC), 0S», O.S.B. XOhMQMI (CV-10), 

Co shading Of fleer 1 • o*wondatlen for Meritorious service* 



ciTaTioa:-. (a itihusd) 

Goosander Kenneth L* 08BAJI (DC), HSU, U.L.g* AASF, Co&s&undiiig 
Officer*a letter of cot^ende felon* 

Co&&*:ader W. A, SMITH (DC), 0S1 # U.S.S. BOISE, letter of 
voaHKeadetioR from Commanding Officer. 

Lt. Commander Spencer A. Rappold (PC), OSH, O.S.S. PHOEBIX, 
letter of commendation from Commanding Officer. 

Lieut. i*lbert L. HOSSIL (DC), OSH, U.E.S, PHOENIX, letter of 
ooemtendatioe from Commanding Officer# 

Lt. Commander ». a. ALMtDGI (DC), OSH, U.t.C. POftTLAiD, letter 
of co^ead^tlon from Cosm&aain^ Officer for &»ei»Unee rendered 
Marine s-8ueltiee during Okinawa operation®. 

Commodore 0. C. ?A?P£NB&B0ER (DC), USHH, letter of commendation 

fra® Surgeon leneral U. $. Il&vy. 

) 

Becfenee of incomplete data avail .able at this writing the 
list of n«mee here given swat be considered incomplete* Ac ©or*:, 
complete ami acour te information becomes available it will 







\ 

The nuaber of enlisted personnel listed below who ware 
jellied, mounded, received citations &nd decor&tioas, represent 
pharmacist's suites of the whole Boaplt&l Corps# Ho data ms 
avail*foie at this writing to show what number of these,receiving 
&uch honors, ware dental technicians, although approximately 
7# 59$ of the Hospital Corps auring the unr were cental teohnieiehi 
(11)# Sub«equeat pttblio&tions however should flk.k.* such data 
availshla as the records are separated sad analysed* 

Commend*tlons, unit citation end eoemendetory mention###### 1183 

bounded,*........ 861 

Killed in action*•.• •.... ...*.....#*••«•••#•• 795 

ladic&l discharge due to combat or overseas service**.*•*## 736 

bounded in action*.... 3lB 

Meritorious &av.^nceaent in rating##*#**.•*....•»••«..••#•»# 156 

Silver SUr Med&l....... 94 

Died while Prisoner of Ur .*... 90 

Bronze Star Medal*...... 6l 

Navy < nd Marine Corps Medal*^. .. 35 

krmy droup Coemendation Badge#1:6 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY 



Fig. 2 

Organization of the Navy prior to World War II 
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Fig. 10-Another view of Fig.9 (Note steril- Fig.l I Type Novel Dental Office ashore at the 
• 7 • nn eaui nment with exhaust) close of World War II 
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TYPICAL SHIPBOARD DENTAL FACILITY 

Figure 13 ( 143 ) 
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Fig.16 Mobile type Naval Dental Clinic (operative) Fig.17 Same as Fig.16 Interior view (13) 
developed & used in World War II d3) 
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Fig.24A Prosthetic Trailer (Marine}U3> 



































































Fig.25 Organization of Naval Dental School at commencement of hostilities in 


































































































































































PERSONNEL DIVISION | | RESEARCH DIVISION 





CJ 

6 * 

mmrnm 

U. 










































































NAVAL MEDICAL RESEARCH INSTITUTE 
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Fig.27 
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Fig. 28 One type of fracture appliance used in Navy. 

(143) Other types included circumference wiring^ rigid intermaxillary wiring 

8 cast splints. Extra oral pin fixation found to be very limited in application.(l65) 
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Fig.3 5 Quonset hut used as a dental dis- Fig.37 Tent dispensary used with Marines, 

pensary in forward areas. (Saipan)(i65) Equipment shown in Fia.14 & 15 a 
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DENTAL ACTIVITIES 

USNTC, SAMPSON, N.Y. 



































































































































































































































































